Halsey, Chad (AGR)

From: _ Liberio, Nicole (AGR)

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2007 11:45 AM

To; 'Kelly McCoy'

Cc: Halsey, Chad {AGR)

Subject: RE: Superman Tower of Power Amusement Ride [nvestigation
Importance: High

Thank you Kelly. We will contact you if additional information is needed.

Nicole T. W. Liberto
Department of Agriculture

NCOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the
intended recipient (s} and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail ahd destroy all copies of
the original message.

————— Original Message-----

From: Kelly McCoy [mailto:mccoyk2@cc.wwu.edu]

Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2007 8:32 PM

To: Liberto, Nicole (AGR)

Cc: mccoyk2@cc.wwu.edu; Halsey, Chad (AGR)

Subject: Re: Superman Tower of Power Amusement Ride Investigation
Impeortance: High

I was standing in front of the Superman ride where the rails that manage crowds began. T
was standing about where you would be if you were about to make your way through the route
to the front of the ride line guided by the rails. I was also in front of the big sign
that advertised the name of the ride. I was looking above this sign as I saw the ride go
up. As I was watching the ride go up I saw what looked like two cables fall from the top
of the tower where they were hanging from after they fell. It is possible that this was
just one cable that frayed in half, but I definately saw two cables dangling. The ride
stopped at the top where I thought they would stop the ride, but after a pause which I am
sure 1is part of the ride I saw the ride descend like it normally does. Knowing that
something was wrong, T watched intently as the ride brought the passengers down and as it
did, it upset the dangling cables. I think the swift movement of the ride against the
cables caused them to move, I don't know how to describe this well, but I saw the cables
ge from dangling straight down as they were when the ride was at the top to moving away
from the tower. T think this was the result of the ride's swift movement downwards. Before
the cable got too far away from the tower, it snapped and switched it's momentum from
moving out away from the tower to going up and then every which way because it had Just
snapped and was being jerked every which way. T heard the snap and I saw blood spray. I
assume the cable snapped because as it was moving out away from the tower, it got caught
cn the girl's feet. After this, the ride continued to descend to where I couldn't see any
more. All this I saw from the entrance to the ride line and above the ride sign. I am
about 5'10" which should help in estimating where the cable struck the girl if you can
figure out the distance the entrance of the ride is to the tower and the angle from my
eyes to where T could see the tower above the sign. Keep in mind that I did not see the
cable strike the girl. I only saw and heard how the cable snapped and I saw blood spray.
That I assume is where the cable struck her. That is all I can tell you. I hope that
helps. T received another email from Justin Bruner. It looks like T should fill this out
and send it back by snail mail? I think I have to sign it. I didn't receive that form with
this email and I was wondering if I need to £ill it out. Please let me know if you've got
all you can from me or if I need tec fill that out. Also please feel free to reply to this
email with more questions or with anything that T need to clarify. Good luck with the
investigation., Kelly McCoy




> Ms. McCoy:
>
> The Kentucky Department of Agriculture thanks you for your cooperation
during the conduct of this investigation.
>
> Please reply to this email with a detailed account of the events that
vou perscnally witnessed on or at the Superman Tower of Power ride at Six Flags Kentucky
Kingdom on Thursday June 21, 2007.
>
Please feel free Lo contact me with guestions or comments.

>
> .
> Nicole T. W. Liberto, Legal Counsel
> Kentucky Department of Agriculture
> 500 Mero Street, 7th Floor
> Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
> p 502-564-6676 x240

> £ 502-564-2133

> nicole.liberto@ky.gov

> NOTICE: This message is confidential, intended cnly for the named

recipient and may contain information that is privileged or exempt from disclosure nnder
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are nctified that the
dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this message in error, or are not the named recipient, please notify the sender at
either the email address or telephone number above and discard this email.

>

>

>




Re: six flags accident , Page 1 of 3

-Quarles, Clint ({AGR)

From: Kitch, Vincent [Vincent. Kitch@ci.austin.ix.us]

Sent: Monday, July 02, 2007 10:28 AM
To: Quarles, Clint (AGR)

Subject: RE: six flags accident
Importance: High

Mr. Quarles,

is
m

children did. We can work on getting written statements from them. However, my 11 year old daughte
very disturbed by the incident and begins to cry immediately if you even suggest that you want to discu
not sure if she will be able to retell the story or not. We are still experiencing some issues with her.

| will provide you with the family account although | did not personally witness the events. My wife and“

As was explained tome . . .

My 8 yr old and 17 year old went into the ride and were going to get on (same with the girly and my 11 yr old
decided she wanted to go. Since there were only 2 seats, the 2 came out and all three waited at the gate to enter
the ride and watched.

Qndn were standing right there looking up and witnessed the entire incident. They saw

the cable break, the saw the back operator calling on the telephone before the ride came down to try and stop it
(we guess) and they saw the ride come down, the cable swing up and the accident as it happened. At that time
my son told them all to run out and they did. :

From my wife's perspective, she witnessed it from the entrance to the line. She saw the cable break, the operator
calling and the ride come down. She saw something white go flying up in the air towards the end of the ride
which she imagined wag a hat. 1t was likely a shoe or foot based on what we know now. Next the kids came
running out of the line. hwas hysterical saying "she’s dead, she's dead, that girl is dead” or something to
that effect. My wife trie her down. My son reported that he wasn't sure but both of them told her the girl
had had her legs chopped off. My wife tried to calm them down. As we were leaving at that point and | had gone
to get the car, she took them and rushed towards the gates. The park had already began keeping people back.
She said she saw some girl at the gate and just told her "get out of the way my kids saw the accident” and rushed
them out of the park. They came to the car all of them crying and told me what had happened.

We immediately left and traveled to Nashville for the night. The next morning when a headline about the incident
came on the television at the hotel my daughter was immediately upset, covered her ears and said “I can't hear
this” and | changed the channel.

That is what | am aware of.

| did notify the park manager and was coniacted by a representative and relayed this story to them as well.
Please let me know if you need any further information. Thank you for contacting me.

Sincerely,

Vincent E. Kitch

Cultural Arts Program Manager

City of Austin

Economic Growth and Redevelopment Services Office

301 W. 2nd Street Ste 2030

Austin, TX 78701
(512) 974-9310 v (512) 974-6379 f

Become a part of CREATE AUSTIN - our cultural planning process!

7/2/2007




Re: six flags accident ' Page 2 of 3

http //Www c;tyofaustm org/culturaﬂoian

Fronu Quarles, Clint (AGR) {mailto:Cilnt.Quaries@ky.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2007 8:10 AM

To: Kitch, Vincent

Subject: RE: six flags accident

Hello Mr. Kitch,

The Kentucky Department of Agriculture thanks you for your cooperatlon
during the conduct of this investigation.

Please reply to this email with a detailed account of the events that
you personally witnessed on or at the Superman Tower of Power ride at Six Flags
Kentucky Kingdcem on Thursday June 21, 2007.

Thank vou,

Clint Quarles

NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may
contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited, If you are not the intended recuptent please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies
of the original message.

————— Original Message-—---

From: Kitch, Vincent [mailto: Vincent.Kitch@ci.austin,bx,us]
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2007 8:13 AM

To: Roberts, John Jr.(AGR)

Cc: Halsey, Chad (AGR); Quarles, Clint (AGR)

Subject: RE: six flags accident

No problem. We just thought someone should know that we were there.

Vincent E. Kitch

Cultural Arts Program Manager

City of Austin

Economic Growth and Redeveiopment Services Office
301 W. 2nd Sireet Ste 2030

Austin, TX 78701

(612) 974-9310 v (512) 974-6379 f

Become a part of CREATE AUSTIN - our cultural planning process"
http Hwww, c:tyofaustm org/cu!tura:ﬂolan

From: Roberts, John Jr.{AGR) [mailto: John Roberter@ky gov]
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2007 5:29 PM

To: Kitch, Vincent

Cc: Halsey, Chad (AGR); Quarles, Clint {AGR)

Subject: Re: six flags accident

Thank you very much. Chad Halsey or Clint Quarles will contact you. [. Have a twelve and fourteen year old
myself.

I wish you and your children weil.

Thank you

LR

----- Original Message -----
From: Kitch, Vincent <Vincent.Kitch@ci.austin.tx.us>

7/2/2007




Re: six flags accident ' | Page 3 of 3

To: Roberts, John Jr.{AGR)
Sent: Thu Jun 28 18:21:05 2007
Subject: six flags accident

Sir,

No one is really aware of this by my children nearly rode the exact ride when the accident occurred but there were
not enough seats,

They were the only ones in line waiting when it happened and wimessed the entire situation. We were on our way
out that day and immediately left the park and the city.

1 wanted to let someone know there were witnesses other than the ride operators since there is an investigation
happening. '

My 11 year old daughter is still quite upset over this issue.
If you would like to reach me this is my work information.
You may call me on my cel phone at 512 771 9600 as well.
1 just thought someone should know. 1lefta messége for the six flags park manager today as well.
Sincerely,

Vincent E. Kitch

Cultural Arts Program Manager

City of Austin

Economic Growth and Redevelopment Services Office

301 W. 2nd Street Ste 2030

Austin, TX 78701

(512) 974-9310 v (512) 974-6379 £

Become a part of CREATE AUSTIN - our cultural planning process! http://www cityofaustin.org/culturalplan

7/212007
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Halsey, Chad (AGR)

From: russelllinnea@aol.com

Sent:  Friday, July 06, 2007 8:11 PM

To: Halsey, Chad (AGR)

Subject: our experience on Superman Tower of Power

I just wanted to let you know about our family's experience at Six Flags in Louisville, KY.

Our family bought season passes and went to Six Flags about 6-7 times before the incident with the gir]l on Superman.
About one month prior to that accident, my son was on Superman, which he rode numerous times each time we went.
He was on the bench facing the entrance. While riding, large globs of grease/oil dropped on me below, watching him.
When he got off, he also had grease/oil on him.

We were told to go to Guest Services where a Supervisor ushered us into the employee bathroom and personally
removed (with paper towels) the grease from both of us, even in our hair. She gave my son a new shirt to wear. I was
talking with her about why that would happen on the ride and she said she was going to let Maintenance know because
it could indicate something was wrong with that bench.

Just thought I'd let you know.

Thanks.

Linnea Russell

1805 Bunker Hill Court
Louisville, KY 40205
502-742-7772

AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about what's free from AOL at AQL.com.

7/13/2007
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Quarles, Ciint (AGR)

From: brendan culliton [omculitonsr@yahco.com]
Sent:  Tuesday, July 24, 2007 9:15 PM

To: Quarles, Clint (AGR)

Subject: Re: Witness Statement

On the day of June 21.2007 i was standing in Jine for a ride with my son. T heard a pop and 1 turned
around to see the steel cable balling up an top of the car(on the way up). The cable kept balling up until
the car was almost to the top. Then the cable fell to the front of the ride. The car sat there for a second
and then it fell. The steel cable stayed beside there legs on the way down. As the car reached the end of
the cable it jerked and took both feet off (I believe the cable looped because it almost pulled her out of
the car. If you look at the end of the cable it has a corkserew in it.)

If you have any other questions please feel free to call me anytime(502-558-6191)

Thanks, Brendan Culliton
"Quarles, Clint (AGR)" <Clipt. Quorfes@y.govs- wrote:

Thanks again for your offer of a statement per our phone call today at 2:45pm.

The Kentucky Departrnent of Agriculture thanks you for your cooperation during the
conduct of this investigation.

Please reply to ihis email with a detaited account of the events that you personally
witnessed on or at the Supermian Tower of Power ride at Six Flags Kentucky Kingdom
on Thursday June 21, 2007.

Please feel free to contact me with questions or comments.

Clint Quaries

Staff Attorney

Kentucky Department of Agriculture

500 Mero Street, 7th Flocr

Frankfort, iKY 40451

0. 502-564-46%5

¢. 502-330-6250

f. 502-564-2133

NOTICE: Thi= e-mail message, including any altachments, is for the sole iise of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain condfidential and privileged iniormation.  Any unsuthorized review, use, disclosure or
distribution is prohimted. 1f you are not the intended racipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail
and destroy all copies of ine onginal riessage.

Ready for the odge of your scat? Chack out tonight's top picks on Yahoo! TV.

3/5/2008
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Quarles, Clint {AGR)

From: Melissa Taylor [melissa_a_taylor@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2008 4:10 PM

To: Quarles, Clint (AGR)

Subject: RE: Kentucky Kingdom Accident

My son is four years old and on June 21, 2007 we spent the day in the water park at KY Kingdom. We were
leaving for the day and he wanted to ride some rides in the "Kiddy park” before we went home. He was on the
swings down below the Tower when the accident happened. I don't know if I heard a noise or just happened to
look up, but I looked at the Tower from the swings and saw the broken cable swinging back and forth as the ride
went up. The whole incident seemed to go in slow maotion. 1 am still kicking myself for not video taping the
incident to help. I was taking pictures of my son on the swings and had my camera in my hand the whole time. I
remember thinking I surely wasn't seeing what 1 thought I was seeing and I blinked a few times. I remember
saying, "Oh my gosh!" and startling the man next to me. I left my son on the ride, not thinking, and ran closer to
the Tower. 1 could see the seat to the ride in the air, but not the ground because the kiddy rides are lower than
the Tower, There were trees blocking my view after the ride landed. When the ride stopped at the top, the
cable was swinging back and forth like a pendulum. The ride seemed to stop for a long time and I thought the
ride operator had stopped it. Then, it came down. 1remember being scared that it was going to fall quickly fike
a broken elevator, but it didn't. The ride came down like normal. Then, again seemingly in slow motion, the
cable fell behind than the seat. (Behind meaning after, not location.) I couldn’t see what the cable hit, but I
heard a loud pop like a firecracker and saw white dust and debris fly into the air. People were screaming and the
ride operator was shaking violently., Another young boy who worked at the park arrived and tried to comfort

her. They sat on the steps behind the ride. I asked a man next to me what he saw and he said, "That giri just
got jacked up." I couldn't believe he would talk like that about it, I asked how old he thought she was and he
said, "13 or 14." I then looked around me and a small group of people had gathered, One woman was upset
and sat down on the side of the fountain in the kiddy park. That's when I remembered my child. The swings
had stopped and the ride operator was getting him off. I grabbed him and began walking quickly toward the exit
on the side by the attraction that is a building full of balls kids can collect and shoot. 1 passed a group of ladies
who asked what had happened and 1 remember saying the ride broke. T got up near the old fashioned pictures
and a Six Flags employee in a white shirt - looked like some type of management - told me T couldn't go that way
because they "had a situation." 1 then started crying and shaking and told him I'd seen his sitiation and I wanted
to take my son home. He fold me I would need to exit the park the other way. We walked around the loop of
the kiddy land to exit near Papa John's. There was a crowd gathered near the Tower and the front gates to the
park were closed, There were employees standing by the closed gates and a group of people outside the park
who were not being allowed to enter. T walked up to one of the "guards™ and told him to let me out because I
wanted to leave. I was still visibly upset. He let me out of the park and I called my mother in the parking fot,
When I was talking to her, T broke down and she told me not to drive until I was calmer. 1 left the park entrance
around 5:20pm and the fire trucks were pulling in. I drove straight home to Sellersburg, Indiana, a 20-25 minute
drive. When I got there, I googled WAVE 3 and called to ask about the accident. The girf on the line told me the
incident had already been called in. T asked her if those kids were okay and she said they believed someone had
lost a foot. I said, "Oh my gosh" and begin crying again and she asked if I was okay. 1 told her I had seen the
accident, but didn't know if anyone had been killed/hurt/etc. She asked if T was stilf at the park and 1 told her I
had driven home. My instinct was to gel home because it was safe. 1 know that's crazy, but it was my initial
reaction. I then regretted leaving in case I could have helped. 1 am also sorry I did not use my cell phone to call
911 as soon as it happened. The girt at WAVE 3 asked for my name and phone number so they could follow up if
they needed more information. T then saw the story come up on their website as a 13-year-old boy. There were
a lot of stories in the days that followed and not all of it added up to what I know I saw, (Some said the ride
plummeted to the ground when the cable snapped and that's not true. The cable snapped on the way up and
the ride lowered as normal.) That's when I gecgled Mr. Cleary to see if I could help in any way. WAVE 3 did call
me within the week after the accident and left & message on my answering machine. I did not get a return
phone call to the message I left in return.

2/1/2008
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-Melissa

“Where there is faith there is a voice colling ‘Keep walking. You're not alone in this worid "

Subject: Kentucky Kingdom Accident
Date: Fri, 1 Feb 2008 15:11:58 -0500

From: Clint.Quarles@ky.gov
To: melissa_a_tavlor@hotmail.com

Heflo Mrs. Taylor,
 just left you a voicemail concerning your email to the KDA. Could you write out exactly what you

and your son witnessed on June 2157 any help would be greatly appreciated by the KDA staff.
Feel very free to call me at any of the numbers below,

Clint Quarles

Staff Attorney :

Kentucky Department of Agriculture

500 Mero Sfreet, 7ih Floor

Frankfort, KY 40601

0. 502-564-1155

c. 502-330-6360

f. 502-564-2133

NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain corfidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender by reply e-mail and destroy 8 copies of the original message.

Need to know the score, the latest news, or you need your Hotmail®-get your "fix". Check it out.

2/1/2008




- Ky Kingdom Statement

“We were going up and I heard boom, boom , boom and then everyone was screaming.
We started to go down and I felt these little leaf things hitting my head. Then the ride
lowered and T saw the leg on the blue catch thing.”

“When we were at the bottom of the ride there were a bunch of Ky Kingdom workers
who had coolers with ice. A lady from Ky Kingdom came up to me while I was still
strapped in and let me use her cell phone to call my parents, We were the last ones to be
allowed off the ride and it took about 20 minutes.




