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Kentucky Grape and Wine Council News
July 2007
The Kentucky Grape and Wine Council (KGWC) met on Wednesday, July 11, at 1pm. The meeting was held in New Castle, Kentucky at Smith-Berry Winery, Highway 202, Drennon Road. Minutes from this meeting will be available on August 22, 2007, after Council approval.  For a copy, contact Stacia Alford, KDA, Stacia.Alford@ky.gov  or 502-564-4983.

The following is a review of discussion from the July 11th KGWC meeting and any additional news regarding the grape and wine industry in Kentucky.

STATEWIDE MARKETING PLAN:
Logo development is still underway.  The Council has narrowed their choices in hopes of a final decision in August.       
The website www.kentuckywine.com was purchased by the Department of Agriculture on behalf of the Kentucky Grape and Wine Council to link with the working website www.kentuckywine.org!   The purchase agreement was signed and is in the process of transferring ownership.  The kentuckywine.org website is up and running but still in development, many features will soon be added.    Features including upcoming events for all wineries, maps showing how to get to wineries, and the history of Kentucky wine.  The website www.kywinetrail.com  will be in association with kentuckywine.com as a link to the regional trails. 
A Kentucky Wine brochure is in development and will highlight Kentucky Wineries with a map showing the locations.  

ADVERTISING COST-SHARE AND WHOLESALER DISTRIBUTION UPDATE:
Program Period One for the Cost-Share Marketing Program ended on June 30, 2007.  12 wineries participated.  Application for reimbursement for Program Period One must be made by September 1, 2007.  21 wineries have “opted-in” to Program Period Two, and each is eligible for $3,571.  Funds for Program Period Two must be expended by December 31, 2007.  

Wholesaler Reimbursement Program Period One ended June 30, 2007.  13 wineries opted into Program Period Two, and each is eligible for $5,156 per winery (426 cases)!  Four wholesalers have committed to Program Period Two.  Funds for Period Two must be expended by December 31, 2007.  Council has asked staff to simplify Advertising Cost-Share Forms and Wholesaler Reimbursement Forms.
Please feel free to contact Stacia Alford at (502)564-4983 for all inquiries about these programs.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Marketing:  Kristen Branscum discussed the 2007-2008 Unbridled-Abundance Calendar.  See announcements for details.  

Legislative: The Council is in support of Grape Growers and Wine Makers because NOW is a great time in the Grape and Wine Industry in Kentucky!  The committee will focus on growers and wineries.  They are open to any suggestions.    

Research: Eight projects are currently being researched at the University of Kentucky and Kentucky State University.  
Wholesale: An anonymous survey is in the works.  The survey will be sent to wineries across the state pertaining to the wholesale program.  It will set the benchmark and will be used as a way to evaluate the Wholesaler Reimbursement Program as a whole and identify the challenges this new program faces.  
Subsidies:  The subsidies committee was renamed Grower Development Committee. The new Co-Chair will be Dr. Strang.   
UK REPORT

The UK Viticulture Summer Field Day was a success.  Over 90 people attended the event.   Because of the freeze and the drought, the vines are experiencing grape loss. The hybrids are doing better than expected.  The western and central parts of Kentucky are still suffering from the drought.  There is a lot of new vineyard progress but the drought is still affecting the crops.  
Announcements:

Some of Kentucky grape growers are having trouble with fair prices for grapes; the grapes are selling lower than other states grapes.  To compare prices of grapes in the surrounding states visit: http://www.uky.edu/Ag/NewCrops/winegrape0306.pdf.\ Dr. Tim Woods and New Crop Opportunities Center at UK are recognized for their efforts getting this together.  
GOT GRAPES? :  The Kentucky Department of Agriculture now has a Grape and Wine database that will connect Kentucky grape buyers to the Kentucky grape producers.  A database will be featured on the Kentucky Department of Agriculture website under the Grape and Wine Program.   This will be a working database which will feature grape growers, sellers, and buyers.   If you have grapes for sale or would like to buy grapes please contact Stacia Alford 502-564-4683 or via email at Stacia.Alford@ky.gov in order to be to be added to this list.  It will be posted as producers and buyers call with their information. Check this information out at http://www.kyagr.com/marketing/plantmktg/grape.htm ! 

Check out www.marketmakerky.com!   Grape Growers and Wine Makers are now able to register their products with Market Maker.  

Media Lead - Wine: Treve Ring, wine/travel writer, is interested in discussing trip possibilities for features in Vancouver's Metro Newspaper, as well as monthly wine and gourmet travel features - trips for Vancouverites. The travel articles are between 500-900 words, and have color photographs accompanying. The Vancouver paper has a daily circulation of 120,000. The demographic is urban professionals, between 25-45 years of age. In addition, there is a good possibility the story would be picked up by other Canadian markets (Toronto, Calgary, Ottawa, Edmonton). Metro is also accessible daily on the internet at www.metronews.ca - free of charge, and Metro papers have more than 20 million daily readers worldwide. Contact Treve at treve@treve.ca. This lead was provided by Adventure Travel Media Source.
 
The KY Department of Tourism recently unveiled its new Promotional Calendar. The quarterly calendar, which will be a page on the tourism department’s web site (www.kentuckytourism.com), will offer you multiple opportunities throughout the year to tell your stories to the vast audience of the internet. We will reinforce these topics with the department’s communications team’s traditional tools, such as distributing news releases to the media and making promotional appearances on radio and television shows. From September through December, our theme will be Unbridled Abundance, which includes wine, Agritourism, culinary and the holiday season.   Submit ideas, photos, video, etc. to Beth Holbrook by AUGUST 3, 2007 (beth.holbrook@ky.gov) 
UPCOMING EVENTS:

There are several wine fests and festival going on this year. Please submit a notice of any events as we work to provide a statewide calendar. Information pertaining to trainings sessions, and wine marketing trade shows, etc. will also be very much appreciated.  Send any information to stacia.alford@ky.gov .  
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:
The next meeting of the Kentucky Grape and Wine Council will be held on August 22, 2007, at 1pm, in Louisville at the Kentucky State Fair.  The meeting place is yet to be determined.  
