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The Kentucky Grape and Wine Council (KGWC) met on Wednesday, April 25th, at 1pm. The meeting was held in Frankfort at the KY Department of Agriculture Office of Marketing and Promotion, 100 Fair Oaks Lane, 5th Floor. Minutes from this meeting will be available on May 9, 2007, after Council approval.  For a copy, contact Sara Williamson, KDA, sara.williamson@ky.gov or 502-564-4983.

The following is a review of discussion from the April 25th KGWC meeting and any submitted news regarding the grape and wine industry in Kentucky.

SMALL FARM WINERY MARKETING COST SHARE PROGRAM:

The Council approved funds to be reimbursed, and each winery will receive a notice via email and “snail mail” regarding their approved expenses. Because of the delay in seating new Council members and implementing the approval process, the Council may approve and reimburse expenses paid after January 4, 2007, the date in which the administrative regulation was signed by the Governor. This exception only applies to the January-June 2007 program period, and wineries must apply for funds using the forms and guidelines for the Small Farm Winery Marketing Cost-Share Program.
Based on 302 KAR 39:020, items such as directional signage, website design or revision, and billboards are not reimbursable through this program. The KDA is working with the Council to amend the regulation and include these expenses. For a copy of the program guidelines, please call or email Sara Williamson. 

STATEWIDE MARKETING PLAN

The Council will be hiring a full-time employee through the KDA to focus on the implementation of a statewide marketing strategy. 
If you would like a copy of the first draft of the statewide grape and wine marketing plan, please contact Sara Williamson, (502) 564-4983.

The Council is developing a logo and slogan to represent Kentucky Grapes and Wine. Please send any ideas or suggestions to Mac Stone, mac.stone@ky.gov 
Funding or sponsorships for festivals will only be approved after the Council develops an annual budget. Please send all proposals to Mac Stone. 

2007 SPRING FREEZE REPORT
With an average vineyard age of 4 years, Kentucky grape producers and winery operators are experiencing weather like never before! Dr. Kaan Kurtural, Viticulturist for the University of KY, reported that temperatures dropped to 21F for four consecutive nights, ranking as the coldest spring weather in 118 years! This caused permanent tissue damage and ultimately a devastated fruit crop. Dr. Kurtural predicts that some grape varieties have secondary buds that will yield some fruit this year. 
Dr. John Strang reported a huge loss of fruit, statewide. Losses include paw paws, peaches, apples, strawberries, and blackberries. He encourages everyone to support their local farmers’ market  and agritourism destinations this year, as producers work hard to make up for their losses. All fruit producers should report their losses to the local FSA office.
Dr. Tom Cottrell, Enologist for the University of Kentucky, reports that he is working hard to establish opportunities for Kentucky wineries to compete for awards.  It is his goal to produce a statewide competition with out of state judges. More info to follow.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

There are several wine fests and festivals going on this year. Please submit a notice of any events as we work to provide a statewide calendar. Send any information to sara.williamson@ky.gov .
The Derby Festival Wine Fest, May 1-2, Louisville

Kentucky Wine and Vine Fest, May 10-12, Nicholasville

The Northern Kentucky Wine Fest, May 19, Alexandria
The Kentucky Wine Fest, May 31-June 2, Bardstown
During Kentucky Derby Week, several radio stations will be broadcasting from Louisville. They welcome any information about Kentucky food and wine, and will promote the products on the air. Send you information to Kristen Branscum at the KY Dept. of Tourism, Kristen.branscum@ky.gov . 

The UK Viticulture Summer Field Day will be on July 7 and will be a full day event that includes a meal and wine tasting. 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:
The next meeting of the Kentucky Grape and Wine Council will be held on May 9, 2007, at 1pm in the KDA large conference room of 100 Fair Oaks Lane, 5th Floor. If you need directions, please contact Sara Williamson. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Council members are actively pursuing issues regarding marketing, distribution, education, policies, and tourism. Over time, it is the Council’s desire to develop programs that compliment grape and wine businesses. This process will begin with the development of an annual budget and the election of a Council Chairperson at the May meeting. 
