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The Kentucky Grape and Wine Council (KGWC) met on Wednesday, June 13th, at 1pm. The meeting was held in Danville, at Chateau du Vieux Corbeau Winery. Minutes from this meeting will be available on July 11, 2007, after Council approval.  For a copy, contact Stacia Alford, KDA, stacia.alford@ky.gov or 502-564-0290 ext. 279.

Dr. Tom Cottrell with the University of Kentucky conducted a marketing seminar focusing on small Kentucky Wineries prior to the KGWC meeting.  The following is a review of discussion from the June 13th KGWC meeting and any submitted news regarding the grape and wine industry in Kentucky.

STACIA ALFORD HIRED AS THE KGWC PROGRAM COORDINATOR:

The KGWC now has its very own, full time staff! Stacia Alford has been hired by the KDA to serve the Council for a 9 month period. She is a former employee of the Governor’s Office of Ag Policy, and comes to the Council with a strong background in marketing, Council administration, grant proposals, and agriculture.  Stacia is a Kentucky native from Lincoln County and graduated from Eastern Kentucky University with a degree in Environmental Health Science.  “During my employment at the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy, I was able to learn the importance of Kentucky’s transition from tobacco to other agricultural enterprises,” said Stacia. “I am very excited to play an active role in the establishment of viable business opportunities for grape producers and winery operators. The Kentucky Grape and Wine Council is a top notch group of individuals.”
COUNCIL ESTABLISHES COMMITTEES 

Five committees were established by the Kentucky Grape and Wine Council. These committees and chairs are:

· Marketing: Chair Kristen Branscum, Co-Chair Andre Brousseau

· Legislative Actions: Chair Roger Leasor, Co-Chair Harkey Edwards

· Research: Chair Dr. John Strang, Co-Chair UK specialists

· Wholesale and Distribution: Chair Lowell Land, Co-Chair Roger Leasor

· Subsidies: Harkey Edwards, Co-Chair UK specialists
The committee chairs are Council Members.  Committee members may be individuals who serve as part of the grape and wine industry. If anyone is interested in serving on a committee please contact Stacia. 
SMALL FARM WINERY MARKETING COST SHARE PROGRAM:

The KDA sent notice to all small farm wineries about the July-December program period. The deadline to opt into the program was June 20, 2007. The program period will begin on July 1, 2007. Wineries that opt in will receive a notice of the maximum reimbursement amount by June 29, 2007. For more information, contact Stacia Alford.
STATEWIDE MARKETING PLAN
The KGWC approved the first draft of the 2007 marketing budget. The Marketing Committee will be assessing each line item and making recommendations at the next meeting.  A copy of the final budget will be available on July 11, after council approval.  
The Council chose 3 options for a logo design. NewWest! is working on the design, and will have revised options at the next meeting.  All wineries will receive the new logo for their use, once the design is complete. 
UPCOMING EVENTS:

The UK Viticulture Summer Field Day will be on July 7 and will be a full day event that includes a meal and wine tasting. Contact Dr. Kaan Kurtural for more information. 859-257-1332 or skkurt2@uky.edu
The KentuckyWine information section of the website has been turned on and is functioning.   The information that is listed on the website is being checked to a revised database.  If any discrepancies are noticed in the information please get in touch with Stacia Alford.  Ms. Kristen Branscom is still in negotiation with the owner of Kentuckywine.com.       
ATTENTION ALL WINERIES AND VINEYARES: Please submit any and all upcoming events that are happening in the future as they will be added to an Upcoming Events calendar, which will be available soon on the Kentucky Wine website.   This calendar will be a key for all site visitors to see exactly what activities and events Kentucky Wineries are hosting. Please e-mail Stacia at stacia.alford@ky.gov or contact by phone at (502) 564-0290 ext 279 to submit these events!     
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:
The next meeting of the Kentucky Grape and Wine Council will be held on July 11, 2007, at 1pm, hosted by Smith-Berry Winery, located at 855 Brennon Road, Newcastle, Kentucky, 40050.  Please contact Stacia Alford at (502) 564-0290 ext. 279 before July 9 to RSVP as well as for directions.   
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