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The Kentucky Grape and Wine Council (KGWC) met on Wednesday, October 25, at 3:00 pm in Lexington. The meeting was held at the University of Kentucky Horticulture Research Farm. Official minutes will be available on November 13, 2006. For a copy, contact Sara Williamson, KDA, sara.williamson@ky.gov or 502-564-4983.

The following is a review of discussion from the October 25th KGWC meeting and any submitted news regarding the grape and wine industry in Kentucky.

HOTICULTURE COUNCIL FUNDING:
 Mac Stone reported that the Horticulture Council has been granted 2 additional years of funding from the Agriculture Development Board. Market Development and Advertising Cost Share Programs are administered by the KDA through this funding for ornamental and edible horticulture operations.
UNIVERSITY OF KY CROP RESEARCH:

John Strang and S. Kaan Kurtural, on behalf of The University of Kentucky, are conducting grape production research in Kentucky. This research is the first of its kind in the country, using GIS systems and taking into consideration the entire state. Data has been collected on three varieties: American, European, and French Hybrid. All climate variables were considered, and UK will also be examining flavor profiles. The data will be available in January at the Fruit & Vegetable Growers’ Association Conference, January 7-9, 2007. 
BYLAWS FOR THE KGWC

Bylaws have been adopted by the Grape and Wine Council. Copies are available from the KY Department of Agriculture. Contact Sara Williamson, sara.williamson@ky.gov or 502-564-4983.

KGWC NOMINATIONS
The Council is seeking nominations for growers and winery owners to serve a 1-4 year term. According to the bylaws, all council members must attend 9 out of 12 monthly meetings. The KGWC will fill all vacancies with members who are knowledgeable, respectful, and dedicated to the well-being of the industry. 
MARKETING:

Very few wineries responded to the request for updated business information to be included in the first tourism brochure. Sara Williamson will be contacting each winery via telephone to collect the information. If you would like to submit your updated information, including retail hours, business phone, website, mailing address, etc., please contact KDA, sara.williamson@ky.gov  502-564-4983. All revisions will be submitted on November 3, 2006.
The KGWC logo development is underway. NewWest!, the contracted designer, has requested a general description of your typical customer. Who do you want to attract to your winery? There have been some recent surveys conducted about tourists and consumers in Kentucky. All wineries will receive those surveys via mail. Sara Williamson will paraphrase these lengthy surveys and send a summary to all wineries via email. If any winery has a recommendation about logo design, please respond to Sara Williamson by November 13, 2006. You should receive your email data summary by November 9, 2006 
The funding from SB 82 allocates $25,000 to go toward administrative assistance. This money is for all operational materials such as postage, paper, etc., as well as an hourly wage or salary for a part time employee. This individual will soon be responsible for processing $375,000 of public funding. $200,000 of this is for marketing, $100,000 is for a cost-share program, and $75,000 is for a distribution program (please see September newsletter for details). In addition, the “assistant” will be the liaison between the council and the KDA, ABC, and alcohol distributors (regarding the distribution program). The “assistant” will also attend any marketing events or associated meetings regarding the KGWC. As a result, the KGWC will be designing a job description for this position. More details will follow in the future. 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:
The next meeting of the Kentucky Grape and Wine Council will be held on Monday, November 13th, at 1pm in the KDA 5th large conference room of 100 Fair Oaks Lane, 5th Floor. (PLEASE NOTE TIME AND DATE CHANGE). If you need directions, please contact Sara Williamson, 502-564-4983 or sara.williamson@ky.gov
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

If you would like to notify others in the grape and wine industry about an upcoming event, please email Sara Williamson, sara.williamson@ky.gov and your information will be included in the next newsletter. 
