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Comprehensive Plan 
Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of 
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify 
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils 
throughout this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals

c. Long term goals

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

 Regional partnerships

 State Agricultural Development Board resources



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date. 
Please save document and submit to: 

SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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	Insert Date: February 27, 2025
	Insert County Name:  BATH COUNTY
	INSERT TEXT 1: Bath County's 3 major commodities are Beef Cattle, Forages and Grain. Other minor commodities include vegetables, fruit, chickens, eggs, horses and goats. Tobacco once served as the number one cash crop in Bath County, but the number of farms relying on tobacco has decreased to well within the single digits.  Bath County currently has 626 farms in the county which encompasses 124,643 acres making the average size farm 199 acres. In 2022 the total cash receipts for Bath County's agricultural products was $25,205,000 compared to $19,261,000 in 2012,. Total crop sales made a value of $12,447,000 with Tobacco accounting for less than 4%, Grain crops making up 53% of crop sales and all other crops including hay 36%. Total livestock sales made a value of $12,758,000 with Cattle & Calves accounting for nearly 90% of total livestock sales with the remainder coming from Poultry and Eggs, Sheep&Goats and All Other including breed/stud fees.
	INSERT TEXT 2: Comparing statistics from 2017 to 2022. The total Cattle & Calve numbers have decreased by 14% to 26,239 head. Corn acreage is at 2179 acres. Soybean acreage stands at 6,483 acres. Overall, total livestock related income makes up 51% of the counties total farm income and crop related income stands at 49%.
	INSERT TEXT 3: Bath County has the following non-traditional operations in place: one wholesale nursery business, fall mum producers, one commercial vineyard, black berry producers, bee keepers and Farmer's Market and Produce Auction.  In addition, we have five large scale egg producers located in Bath County, each with 10,000 laying hens.
	INSERT TEXT 4: Hemp has long been anticipated to be the next cash crop for Kentucky and in Bath County, however, recent events within the industry itself has put some doubt on its future.  Grain crops, cattle, poultry and small ruminants seem to provide the most stable income source for county farmers.   
	INSERT TEXT 5: The dependency on tobacco for farm income continues to go down.  Acres and the number of growers declines each year.  With that said, there are a handful of growers who are still making their living on tobacco.  The 2017 census of agriculture listed only 23 farms raising tobacco on 205 acres of land.  In 2022 that number dropped to 12 farms with a total of 91 acres.
	INSERT TEXT 6: Bath County is one of 120 counties in Kentucky. It is a rural area located between the mountains of north eastern Kentucky and the bluegrass area with a population of 12,975. Population continues to grow at a very slow rate.  
 Bath County has 158,000 acres that are privately owned, 21,600 acres in federal land, 4199 acres covered by water, making a total land area of 183,799. 
	INSERT TEXT 7: Bath County has an unemployment rate of 4.8% compared to the state average of  4.0%. In 2022 the median household income was $54,128.00 compared to the states $62,417.00.  48% of households in Bath County earn less than $50,000.00.  17.8% of Bath County residents were in poverty.
	INSERT TEXT 8: I-64 Interstate access with 2 exit ramps and the major highways of US 60, Hwy 36 and Hwy 11. Good water supply.
A variety of land types with productive soils for small scale row cropping. Machinery adaptable to production changes.
Large forage base available for both hay production and grazing.
There is a strong farmer's market along with the market pavilion that provides an outlet for value added agricultural products.  The produce auction is another outlet for local commodities.  There is also good access to animal care in the county.
	INSERT TEXT 9: 
Hesitation of farmer to try different crops because of past experiences, profitability, lack of available market and resources.
Age of farmers and the lack youth interested in production agriculture. 
Labor Issues (Dependability and Scarcity)
A lack of ag/producer involvement with local associations and community groups and activities is also a weakness in the county.
	INSERT TEXT 10:  Improved marketing assistance
 Improved production and management of livestock
 Improved pasture and forage utilization
 Development of value-added opportunities based on facilities located in the   county (Example Commercial Kitchen).
increase youth involvement in production agriculture
Hunting leases and other land uses
More promotion of the market pavilion
Broaden the opportunity for community to experience production agriculture

	INSERT TEXT 11: Continued loss of tobacco income and production
 Unprofitable commodity prices
 Weather
 Failing markets
 Over supply of products 
 Rising input costs
 Insurance costs (People cannot afford to insure crops)
 Labor issues (Dependability and Scarcity).
Limited livestock markets in the area
	INSERT TEXT 12: The Bath County Agriculture Council want farming to remain a vital part of their rural economy. We are proud farmers who wish to take a stand together to live in a community where agriculture is a valued part of community life. We want everyone to have the opportunity to farm profitably while using environmentally sound farming practices. We want our government to be responsive to the needs of the Bath County farming community. As a council, it is our goal to promote agriculture for current farmers and future generations.
	INSERT TEXT 13: The Bath County Agriculture Development Council's short term priority is to provide rapid assistance to farm families wishing to improve their farming operations and net farm income.
	INSERT TEXT 14: The Bath County Agriculture Development Councils long term goals are to help county farmers develop a more diverse agricultural economy. With the funds received from the National Tobacco Settlement we plan to invest in marketing assistance, new market development, market infrastructure development, production infrastructure and improved production methods to meet the needs of existing, new and developing markets. With continued funds from the National Tobacco Settlement we plan to improve and expand upon those markets that are profitable and meeting the needs of our county farmers.
	INSERT TEXT 15: The Bath County Agriculture Development Council is open to and willing to invest in regional projects that will provide profitable marketing opportunities to our county farmers. These projects must be feasible as far as location, required producer input and profitability.
	INSERT TEXT 16: The Bath County Agriculture Development Council will encourage applicants to apply for State Board funds.
	INSERT TEXT 17: The Bath County Agriculture Development Council will encourage applicants to apply for local/state/federal funds.
	INSERT TEXT 18: Each proposal presented to the council will be reviewed and evaluated by all members of the council. Proposals will be ranked by the council using criteria set forth by the State Board and criteria set forth by this councils comprehensive plan.
	INSERT TEXT 19:  Success or failure may only be measured for each proposal or program
on its design and implementation.
	INSERT TEXT 20: The county comprehensive plan may or will be revised as the need
arises by the county council.


