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Bullitt County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils
throughout this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Bullitt County, bordering Jefferson County to its south, is rapidly becoming an
urbanized community. In the past 30 to 40 years, Bullitt County has moved from an
agrarian community of some 8,000 people to a suburb of Louisville of almost 85,000.
In that process, the quantity of farms and farmland has declined rapidly as the
population has increased. However, even with this decreasing size, agriculture still
provides over 9.3 million direct dollars to Bullitt County annually, representing a
resurgence in agricultural productivity.

In 2002 there were 616 farms utilizing 61,342 acres producing $7.2 million in
market value. In 2017, there were 486 farms covering 44,420 acres producing $6.2
million in market value, representing a drop in both farm quanity, size, and income.
However, from 2017-2022, there has been a loss of 14% of the farms, and 33% of
the farmland, but an increadible 50% increase in the market value of products sold.
In 2022 Bullitt County farmers produced $9.36 million on 420 farms covering 29,789
acres. This shows a community of farmers that are innovating and overcoming the
challenges they are facing, producing more with fewer resources.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

Bullitt County has historically produced dairy, beef, tobacco, grain, and
vegetables. Today the most productive enterprises consist of field crops
(grain, dry beans), horticultural crops (nursery, greenhouse, sod, floriculture),
cattle and calves, and vegetables. Farms also produce honey, ruminants,
poultry, fruit, hogs, horses, wine and more.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

Bullitt County has several non-traditional producers with aquaculture,
hydroponics, alpacas, highland and dexter cattle, blueberries, pumpkins,
mushrooms, and more. One CSA vegetable farm along with many farm
stands are dramatically increasing local vegetable sales to local consumers.
An active beekeeper association has increased honey sales county-wide.



= New & emerging agricultural production

Agritourism is an increasing industry in Kentucky with improving farmers
markets ranked among the best in the nation, increased direct-to-consumer
sales with on-farm markets, and educational/entertainment opportunties on
farms with wineries, pumpkin patches, on-farm photo studios, farm tours, etc.

= Tobacco dependency

None

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

2024 Population - 85,802

2024 Percent women - 50.0%

2024 Percent under 18 - 21.0%

2024 Percent over 65 - 18.0%

2024 Percent white (not hispanic) - 91.6%

2024 Percent minorityrace and/or hispanic - 8.4%

=  Economic data

Number of farms 2017 - 486 | 2022 - 420
Average size of farm 2017 - 91ac | 2022 - 71
Market value of products sold 2017 - $6.2M | 2022 - $9.3M

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Bullitt County residents are increasingly interested in the outdoors, farm
production, gardening, and homesteading. While many work in Jefferson County,
many spend their money, time, leisure, and rest in Bullitt, making it a perfect
place to produce high quality produce, offer outdoor activites, and on-farm
encounters. With a boom in small farm/agricultural land owners during COVID,
there are many homesteaders interested in becoming profitable, productive
agriculturalists making hobbies into businesses. Jefferson County and
Elizabethtown offer great additional markets for farm products from Bullitt
County. Community partners are an incredible strength as they deeply support
farmers and Cooperative Extension's mission in the county.



b. Weaknesses

Increased farm input prices, farmland loss, aging farmers, a lack of local farm
supply stores, and no permanent large animal veterinarian makes it very difficult
for farmers to do business, let alone grow. Seasonal help has been difficult to
find. Most farmers need off-farm income and health benefits and must travel out
of the county to find that, limiting their time to grow their agricultural enterprises.

c. Opportunities

Supporting existing farmers is equally important as new farmers. As more
producers move from larger traditional, capital-intensive enterprises, there are
growing opportunties to sell fresh produce, honey, eggs, and meat produced
sustainably, organically, or simply locally. Consumers are demanding more of
these products in both Bullitt County and the surrounding metropolises. Providing
research based, educational opportunities to all farmers will improve their overall
success. Bullitt County has large forest and natural resources that are relatively
untapped for hunting, fishing, maple syrup, mushroom cultivation, and timber
production. There is a trend toward homesteading, with more landowners raising
their own fruits, vegetables, and meat and milk products.

d. Challenges

Bullitt County continues to be challenged with the ability to find affordable land for
farming. Due to the proximity to the city of Louisville, land prices are continually
on the rise. Itis extremely difficult for young people to begin farm enterprises.
Encroachment of development make farm enterprises less attractive to
surrounding neighbors.

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

The Bullitt County Agriculture Development Council will invest monies from the
Kentucky Agriculture Development Fund in proposals that have the potential to
increase net farm income and positively effect the quality of life of farm families
and Bullitt County. The Council will support innovative ideas in existing farming
activities and development of new enterprises.



b. Short term goals

To assist applicants to develop proposals that are innovative and will improve

existing agriculture enterprises or provide new agriculture opportunities for the
future.

To support proposals that are environmentally and economically sound.

c. Long term goals

To make existing farming enterprises more sustainable.
To continue to improve the agriculture marketing infrastructure.

To provide expanding opportunities for education of the agriculture community.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds
= Regional partnerships

The Bullitt County Agriculture Development Council will continue to support
multi-county and regional projects that add value for local producers. They
will continue to seek input from county organizations like FFA, Farm Bureau,
Cooperative Extension, FSA, Soil Conservation, to find ways to improve the
county's outcomes.

= State Agricultural Development Board resources

The Bullitt County Agriculture Development Council will continue to work with
ADB staff for available resources.



= Other local/state/federal resources

The Bullitt County Agriculture Development Council will explore partnerships
and increase coordination and communication with other agriculture entities.

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

All proposals are reviewed by the Agriculture Development Council and then a
recommendation is made as to whether it is a high or low priority. Bullitt County
Soil Conservation administers the CAIP program.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Success is measured by an increase in number of CAIP applicants who
successfully increase farm productivity and sustainability and an increase in the
number of proposals for funding besides CAIP submitted to the ADC.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

The comprehensive plan will be reviewed and modified on a schedule set by the
KY Office of Ag Policy.

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
Please save document and submit to:
SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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