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Comprehensive Plan 
Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of 
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify 
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils 
throughout this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals

c. Long term goals

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

 Regional partnerships

 State Agricultural Development Board resources



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date. 
Please save document and submit to: 

SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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	Insert Date: July 2025
	Insert County Name: Caldwell
	INSERT TEXT 1: Caldwell County ranks in the top 41 Kentucky counties for many traditional agricultural enterprises, including corn, wheat, soybeans, dark fired tobacco, dark air-cured tobacco, burley tobacco, beef, dairy, and alfalfa hay.    These rankings have remained relatively constant over the past 20 years.

Grain production is king, at 92% of ag sales.  Beef cattle numbers continue to decline  as grazing acres have been converted to grain production and commercial vegetable production.  Improving livestock prices, especially for beef,  increased grain.  Tobacco production especially dark fired has deceased by over 50% in the last few years.
	INSERT TEXT 2: ther traditional enterprises of significance in Caldwell County include cash forages, horticulture, and wood products.
            
Cash Forages: Cash hay sales, especially alfalfa, and particularly from the Fredonia Valley, represent a significant source of income. 
	INSERT TEXT 3: a large increase in Amish and Mennonites population has allowed for significant growth in commercial vegetables and dairy.
	INSERT TEXT 4: Hemp Production, Specialty Livestock: Limited production of sheep, meat goat exists.  Marketing may be a limiting factor, and would require cooperative regional efforts.
	INSERT TEXT 5: Tobacco production has decrease significantly as growers face cuts,  Several have completely quit.   
	INSERT TEXT 6: Caldwell County has a total population of just over 12,611 (2022 United States Census Bureau)  .  Over half the population is in the county seat of Princeton.   County wide, approximately 5% of the residents reported farm income on their federal income tax returns.  
65% of Caldwell County’s farms are operated by part time farmers
	INSERT TEXT 7: Market value of products sold 67,377,000
	INSERT TEXT 8: Caldwell County has 441 farms totaling 122,775 acres of farmland, over  half  of  which is harvested.  Soils range from deep, well-drained limestone based soils in the south  to  sandstone derived soils to the north.  The University of Kentucky Research and Education Center is in a unique position for generating agricultural research on both soil types.
Abundant forest and Conservation Reserve Program land provides good wildlife habitat.

Transportation infrastructure is excellent.  I-24 and I-69 run  through  the county. 
	INSERT TEXT 9: Lack of organization/vision 
Resistance to change
Lack of reliable internet
Apathy
	INSERT TEXT 10: Lakes
Parkway Entrances/Exits
I-24
I-69
Spec. Building
Telecommunications

	INSERT TEXT 11: Apathy
Lack of Industry/well paying jobs
Decline of natural resources
Demise of family farm
Tobacco industry changes
Global competition
Illegal dumping and environmental concerns
	INSERT TEXT 12: The Council seeks to promote ideas and investments in projects which will provide an economic stimulus for the local farm and business economies.  The Council also seeks to encourage the development of joint ventures or coalitions between farm and business enterprises that will produce value added dynamics which benefit local producers, businesses, and the entire community.  The Council will promote projects that expand the agricultural base of this county and region in an effort to maintain our rural economy for future generations.
	INSERT TEXT 13: The Council’s short-term priority will be to provide information to interested groups or individuals regarding the availability and criteria for receiving the Phase I proceeds.  The Council will make available the information and instructions provided by the State Board indicating the types of projects and enterprises likely to be successful in obtaining Phase I funds.  (See “Allocation of Funds” for specific investment goals).
	INSERT TEXT 14: The long-term goal of the Council will be to create an environment for establishing new enterprises and activities which provide added value to our existing crops and resources.  The Council will also work with surrounding counties in the region to develop joint enterprises and new marketing opportunities for producers in Caldwell County and the surrounding counties.  The Council is optimistic that new and expanding enterprises will provide additional opportunities for our local farmers, youth and agribusinesses which allow the community to maintain its agricultural heritage.
	INSERT TEXT 15: Priority will go to proposals which address processing, marketing, and/or adding value to local commodities, especially grain crops, vegetables and livestock.   Examples include, but are not limited to:
   
 -Ethanol Plant, Hopkinsville Elevator
 -Direct meat marketing
-Fairview Auction and farmers market
	INSERT TEXT 16: The Council will support both direct grants for projects or funds for buying down interest on agricultural loans.  The Council will expect proposals to show evidence of contributions of matching property, money, or other support equal to 50% of the total cost of the project.  The proposal should clearly outline who the funds will be directed to, and who will be responsible for the expenditures.  A budget outlining expenses, expected revenue sources, cash flow, and growth expectations should be provided.
	INSERT TEXT 17: As need arises, the board will consider all options.
	INSERT TEXT 18: The Council will consider each proposal and determine its merit/need relative to direct grants or other methods of funding.   Priority will be given to tobacco farmers.  The Council will also consider whether the applicants have sufficient equity to assure a reasonable chance of success of the action proposed for funding, and consider what percentage of the county’s annual allocation an applicant is requesting.  Small producers will have equal access to the funds as large producers.  Joint ventures and regional projects which have significant chance of affecting a large number of people in the community will receive favorable consideration.
	INSERT TEXT 19: Success is measured by increase in net farm income as a result of programs implemented.
	INSERT TEXT 20: When needed.


