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Calloway County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils
throughout this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Calloway County, Kentucky, continues to be a largely agricultural community, with
approximately 143,172 acres dedicated to farming, according to the 2022 Census of
Agriculture. Crop production remains a strong component of the county’s economy,
accounting for $64.85 million in sales, or about 39% of the total agricultural market
value. Tobacco, although produced on fewer acres—around 640—still plays a
valuable role in the county’s economy, contributing roughly 20% of total crop sales.
In addition to row crops, other agricultural land uses include about 3,000 acres of
pastureland, 9,500 acres of forage production, and 9,700 acres enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), which supports soil health and conservation
efforts. Livestock and poultry production are also vital to the local farm economy, with
total sales reaching $39.54 million, representing 61% of Calloway County’s
agricultural income.

Overall, Calloway County’s diverse mix of row crops, livestock, conservation
practices, and specialty commodities like tobacco highlights the strength and
resilience of its agricultural base.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

Soybeans, Corn, and Wheat are typically grown in rotation and account for
28%, 20%, and 22% respectively.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

Fruits and Vegetable production account for only 1% of all crop sales in the
county. Although we have seen increased interest in purchasing locally grown
produce, sales have not increased significantly enough to offset the typical
statistics.



= New & emerging agricultural production

We have seen an increase in farms participating in value added products
(31), community supported agriculture (5), acres being converted to organic
production (60). As well as a renewed intrest in wholesale vegetable
production.

= Tobacco dependency

Tobacco is a valuable resource for the county, it accounts for 20% of the
county crop sales.

b. Demographic Data

=  Social data

White - 89.6%

African-American - 3.5%

Asian -- 1.1%

Hispanic - 2.7%

2 or more races - 2.5%
American Indian - .3%

Native Hawaiian and other - .2%

=  Economic data

* Total income from farm operations (farm-related income): $6,782,000 in
2017 (agcensus.library.cornell.edu, nass.usda.gov)

* Total value of crop sales, including products: $58,632,000 in 2017
(nass.usda.gov)

* Total value of animal sales, including products: $39,086,000 in 2017
(nass.usda.gov)

2. Assessments of the County

a.

Strengths

-Specialty Crop Markets (contracted locally-edible soybeans, white corn,
popcorn)

-Irrigation Capabilities

-Ag Information Transfer (Extension Service, MSU Ag. Department)
-Efficient Ag Production

-Strong Ag Educational Base



b. Weaknesses

-Specialty Crop Markets (having to go to Jackson to deliver white corn
contracts.)

-Commodity Markets lack competition for ample services for farmers to market.
-Labor Cost

-Few Young Farmers (under 40) in County
-Lack of Farming Opportunities (Financial)
-Farm Land Acres Limited for Expansion of Farming

c. Opportunities

-Environmental Education
-Expansion of niche markets (Direct farm sales, certified organic)

d. Challenges

-Waste Disposal for Animal Agriculture
-Agricultural Literacy of the expanding urban population
-Subdivision expansion into viable crop land

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

Invest Phase | monies to the empowerment and enhancement of agricultural
development in Calloway County



b. Short term goals

-Stopping exodus of people from agriculture
-Increase the efficiency of agricultural operations in the county

c. Long term goals

-Increasing profitability and stability in agriculture

-Encourage implementation of best management practices listed on producers
Ag water quality plans.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

Regional partnerships

Grants/Cost Shares

State Agricultural Development Board resources

Grants/Cost Shares



= Other local/state/federal resources

Grants/Cost Shares

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Proposals will be evaluated on the potential to increase production and the
efficiency of production. Also, proposals should add value to or create a new

product or market for Calloway County farmers to stabilize and improve existing
marketing structure.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Participants will be required to submit periodic reports to help the council
determine status of the project to assure they are meeting requirements of
proposed expenditures and in order to make estimates of the project outcome.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

The Calloway County Ag Development Council reserves the right to change any
of the above listed projected as proposal, applications, and facts become
available with quorum vote of council at regular monthly meetings.

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
Please save document and submit to:
SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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