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Comprehensive Plan 
Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of 
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify 
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils 
throughout this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals

c. Long term goals

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

 Regional partnerships

 State Agricultural Development Board resources



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date. 
Please save document and submit to: 

SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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	Insert Date: 6-25-25
	Insert County Name: Clinton County
	INSERT TEXT 1: Clinton County has 374 farms which average 150 acres with 612 total producers. 258 or 42.1% of the total farmers’ list farming as their major occupation while 354 or 57.8% are considered part time. The average age of full time farmers is 58.5 years of age.  The county has rolling terrain with ridges and some tillable side slopes with 56,133 acres of farmland down, 27% since 2017. Land use for farming is approximately 21,087 acres for cropland, 19,989 in pastureland, 12,325 acres of woodland, and 2,732 acres described as other.  Creek and river bottoms and terraces provide most of the 4,000 acres of class I land. An additional 11,000 acres is mapped as class II land. Beef cattle are the prevalent means of utilizing this land.  Commercial poultry production is a large percentage of overall farm income in Clinton County with two poultry companies having contract production in the area. 
	INSERT TEXT 2: The major farm income enterprises are Poultry and Egg Production at $34,421,000, Cattle and Calves at $8,320,000, and other crops/hay at $1,824,000.  The market value of agricultural products sold in 2022 was $48,309,000.  Crops accounted for $5,261,000, or 10.89%, while livestock and poultry accounted for $43,048,000, or 89.11%.
	INSERT TEXT 3: Few operations exist in Clinton County with non-traditional Agriculture production, however interest is building in beekeeping, sheep and goats and horticulture.  Forestry is also a significant industry in Clinton County. 
	INSERT TEXT 4: Commercial poultry production facilities transitioning to young/new producers.  There has been increasing interest in backgrounding feeder calves with the recent upward trend in beef market prices. Increased acreage for corn for grain due to local market development in recent years.  
	INSERT TEXT 5: There are approximately 2 Tobacco producers in Clinton County, tobacco production has been in a steady decline over the past several years.
	INSERT TEXT 6: The 2022 population estimate for Clinton County is 9,123. 1,972 live in Albany, the county seat. Of the rural inhabitants approximately 46% are on farm and 54% off farm rural. 80.9% of the residents age 25 or older have completed high school and 14% have completed College.
	INSERT TEXT 7: The 2022 median household income was $41,739 with 23.5% living below the poverty level, with the child poverty rate at 33.8%.  The 2023 annual  unemployment rate was 5.2%.
	INSERT TEXT 8: 1. Valuable water resources, lakes & streams - springs.
2. Diversified land types
3. Majority of land suitable for pasture & forage
4. Improved Road system (bypass) to gain access to the County
5. Commercial Poultry Production (Broilers and Primary Breeders) 
6. Poultry Feed Mill and Distillery purchasing locally grown corn
7. Modern Facility for group livestock sales
8. Producers at or above State Average production for commodities
9. Support of the Cooperative Extension and University System 
10. Strong FFA program at the local High School
	INSERT TEXT 9: 1. Aging farm operators
2. Lack of capital and experience to start new enterprises
3. Karst Topography 
4. Long distance to market for Wheat and Canola. 
5. Long distance to larger population centers/markets.
	INSERT TEXT 10: Some Commercial poultry farms are transitioning to young/new producers as older producers retire or exit the industry. A modern livestock facility continues to operate in the area giving livestock producers a local market for cattle as well as an opportunity for purchasing lightweight calves and backgrounding them to sell as a load lot.  A Poultry Feed Mill opened for business in early 2015, grain farmers now have a local competitive market for corn. An area Biodiesel facility is purchasing local soybeans.  A Distillery has opened in a neighboring county providing a market for local grains as well. 
	INSERT TEXT 11: 1. Development of farmland into subdivisions
2. Rising price of farmland limits the ability for expansion or young producers entering the business. 
3. Aging Producers
4. Increasing farm support costs
5. Farm size as it relates to scale for profitability
6. Long distance for Canola and wheat market. 
	INSERT TEXT 12: The Clinton County Agricultural Development Council working on behalf of the citizens of Clinton County and family farms, seeks to promote and encourage projects and programs that will expand the agricultural base of this county and region. The Council serves as a resource for farmers to explore new enterprises, sustain existing farming operations, and expand agricultural marketing opportunities in the region.
	INSERT TEXT 13: We will support efforts to generate the farm income lost from tobacco by the
promotion of alternative crop and livestock enterprises. We have opportunities in
row crops, commercial poultry production, horticulture, and backgrounding feeder calves. We will support efforts to improve marketing and value added production such as a grain cooperative, group cattle sales, cattle preconditioning/backgrounding and developing beef replacement heifers. We support the genetic improvement of our beef herds as a necessary first step to more efficient production and improved profitability. The development of grouping and collective marketing will provide higher sales prices resulting in increased profitability as the quality improves. 
	INSERT TEXT 14: We will support the development of multi county marketing groups and viable
value added production efforts which will help to insure the long term profitability
for our farmers. We will encourage continuing education and retraining in formal
and informal settings to better prepare our farmers for the future. We will support
the Cooperative Extension Service, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Farm Service Agency in their educational and technical assistance roles. We
will encourage networking and collaboration as a means of maintaining a healthy
agricultural economy and a rural community lifestyle.
	INSERT TEXT 15: The board will expect proposals to show evidence of in-kind, matching money, or other support equal to 50 percent of the total cost of the project as mandated by the Kentucky Agriculture Development Board. Proposals should clearly outline who the funds will be directed to and who will be responsible for the expenditures. Proposals should also include a budget that outlines anticipated expenses, income, cash flow, and growth potential.
	INSERT TEXT 16: CAIP projects and Special Project applications.
	INSERT TEXT 17: Local Cattle Association, NRCS, FSA, Extension, Commodity Associations. 
	INSERT TEXT 18: The Council will consider each proposal and determine its merit/need relative to direct grants or other methods of funding.  The Council reserves the right to request additional information from applicants and does not guarantee acceptance or denial during the initial review process.  The County council places a high priority on the ability to utilize the CAIP program to assist Clinton county producers with a means to provide cost-share funds to complete a variety of eligible investment areas.  Each program administrator is responsible for collecting the producer reports for those applying for and receiving cost share funds.
	INSERT TEXT 19: Success and failure will be measured by the number of producers impacted by the proposal and profitability of the project.  The Council will expect quarterly updates from funding recipients. Updates should include financial progress, number of people involved, short term and long term progress.
	INSERT TEXT 20: The County Comprehensive plan will be reviewed annually and revised if needed, or if/when the current situation changes for Agriculture in Clinton County.


