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Daviess County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils
throughout this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Daviess County is home to more than 900 farm businesses that utilize approximately
175,000 acres, 60% of the land area, for agricultural production. Our proximity to the
Ohio River provides unmatched transportation advantage with ability to receive fuel
and fertilizer inputs and export commodities at a tremendous economic and
convenience advantage than most Kentucky Counties. Owensboro is located in
Daviess County. As one of the top ten largest Kentucky Cities, Owensboro provides
off-farm employment opportunities for family members as well as an estimated 400
off-farm employed farm operators. In addition to employment, access to critical farm
support businesses and suppliers is easily accessible, as well as superior education,
healthcare and lifestyle opportunities.

Daviess County is recognized across western Kentucky and southern Indiana for
productive land resources, and leadership in agriculture and the community. Itis
conservatively estimated that 6% of the county population is directly connected to
production agriculture through land ownership.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

Traditional agricultural production consists primarily of #2 yellow corn, #2
yellow soybeans, soft-red winter wheat beef cattle and forage production.
Commercial broiler and turkey production.

Very limited production of burley and dark-air tobacco types and swine
remain in the county. There are no longer any active dairies.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

Non-traditional agricultural production includes commercial fruit and
vegetables, flowers, food-grade corn, small ruminant animals and
agri-tourism.



= New & emerging agricultural production

New and emerging enterprises include hosting group events and activities.
Increased direct to consumer marketing of livestock/meats, fruits, vegetables
and other consumer products. Transportation and light industrial manufacture

= Tobacco dependency

Very few farms remain dependent on tobacco.

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

Daviess County is comprised of...

101,218 = Daviess County Population

919= Active Farm & Ranch Families

3,165 = Associated with Farm Properties or Active Farms
61,362 Acres = Owned Land Farms

114,047 Acres = Rented Land in Farms

283 Aces = Average Farm Size

=  Economic data

crop sales approximately 150 million annually
livestock sales approximately 75 million annually

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

affordable energy

excellent school systems

intermodal transportation

productive farmland

off-farm employment opportunities

access to local marketing, including grain and livestock

access to local suppliers of infrastructure, parts, repairs, hardware and
production input needs

turkey and broiler production contracts



b. Weaknesses

flooding
labor availability

increasing land values are difficult for early career farmers

c. Opportunities

consumer wealth and desire to buy local
land attrition of retiring farmers

low interest rates

commercial broiler production

beef cattle prices

non-gmo corn for distillation

d. Challenges

flooding

labor cost

land availability

commodity price relative to production expense
uncertain trade policy

uncertain weather

overall profitability in grain farming

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement

The Daviess County Agricultural Development Council, working on behalf of the
citizens of Daviess County and family farms, seeks to promote and encourage
projects and programs that will expand the agricultural base of this county and
region. The council serves as a resource for farmers to explore new enterprises,
preserve existing farming operations, and extend the marketing opportunities for
this region. We seek to foster an atmosphere of cooperation and agreement in
an effort to maintain our rural economy and its future for the next generation.



b. Short term goals

Facilitate annual funding proposals that support novel ideas and increase net
farm income.

Improved flood control and drainage in Daviess County.

Continue development and implementation of agriculture development
opportunities provided through county agricultural investment program.
Provide opportunities for youth to explore and invest in agricultural enterprises.

c. Long term goals

To provide support which creates individual prosperity that others can replicate
on their own farms.

Provide opportunities to foster increased production and market share of
commercial fruit, vegetable and animal protein production through farm direct
shipping and member participation and public utilization of the Owensboro
Regional Farmers Market.

Reduce risk of agricultural losses and increase public safety through
implementation of flood control practices in the panther creek watershed.
Implement strategies which increase consumer awareness, understanding and
confidence in plant and animal agriculture production practices.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

= Regional partnerships

Daviess County Fiscal Court

Kentucky Beef Network

Owensboro Regional Farmers Market
Daviess County Cattleman's Association
Daviess County Farm Bureau

Daviess County Soil Conservation District
Green River Area Beef Improvement Group

= State Agricultural Development Board resources

Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund

Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation

Kentucky Center for Agriculture and Rural Development
Kentucky Department of Agriculture



= Other local/state/federal resources

SBA
USDA

3. Evaluation & Review
a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Extension Agent Clint Hardy announces in newsletter and newspaper soon after
Master Settlement funds are appropriated that the county council is accepting
applications to administer CAIP program in Daviess county and unique,
non-CAIP applications.

Applications are delivered to Daviess County Agriculture Development Council
members to review one week prior to proposed meeting date. At the meeting, all
proposals are discussed and reviewed collectively prior to identifying priority and
forwarding to Governors office of Agriculture Policy.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Success and failure of all projects funded by a portion of Master Settlement
Agreement money provided to Daviess County by the Kentucky Agriculture
Development fund are reviewed annually through a document which is updated
each year by the Daviess County Cooperative Extension Service. The purpose
of this document is to identify the total amount of agriculture development funds
invested in Daviess County and track how they have been used.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

A meeting of the Daviess County Agriculture Development Council was help
December 12, 2024 to review the comprehensive plan process and initiate
discussions pertaining to revising the document to ensure its usefulness in
developing agriculture in Daviess County through 2026.

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
Please save document and submit to:
SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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