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Edmonson County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils
throughout this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Number Acres Avg. Value/Acre

Year of Farms of Farms Size Land and Buildings
1997 792 95,932 121 $1305

2002 670 93,661 140 $1176

2007 712 96,641 136 $2169

2012 638 84,989 133 $2379

2017 578 81,589 141 $3178

2022 552 86,574 157 $4420

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

See Attachment

= Non-traditional agricultural production

See Attachment



= New & emerging agricultural production

See Attachment

= Tobacco dependency

See Attachment

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

See Attachment

=  Economic data

See Attachment

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

* In general Edmonson County farmers have experience, land, facilities and the
knowledge needed for further developing the beef cattle industry, poultry
industry, horticulture industry and aquaculture industry.

* Edmonson County has a very progressive Agricultural community including a
very active Cattlemen's Association, Farm Bureau, 4-H & FFA Chapter,
Horticulture businesses, and Saddle Club.

« Edmonson County is most suitable for developing forages.

* Edmonson County has one of the cleanest water systems in the state.



b. Weaknesses

See Attachment

c. Opportunities

See Attachment

d. Challenges

See Attachment

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement
Invest in the preservation of Agriculture in Edmonson County, serve as a

resource for farmers to explore new enterprises, extend marketing opportunities
for this region and contribute to the future of Agriculture in Edmonson County.



b. Short term goals

The Board believes that the short term priorities should include developing and
adding profitability to our existing strengths such as beef, poultry, forages,
timber, vegetables, horticulture and other enterprises. Additionally, short term
priorities include investigating new, innovative or value-added enterprises. The
Board also expresses the need to educate the community on the Board's role,
the application process and fulfilling the plan for the county.

c. Long term goals

These goals include establishing marketing structures and value-added
opportunities, educating farmers on new enterprises and involving potential
young farmers in the agricultural community. Also using this opportunity to create
a cooperative atmosphere to foster advancement of Agriculture in the county.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

= Regional partnerships

See Attachment

= State Agricultural Development Board resources

The Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund, in statute, is administered by
the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board. The mission of the board is to
invest these funds in innovative proposals that increase net farm income and
affect tobacco farmers, tobacco-impacted communities and agriculture across
the state by stimulating markets for Kentucky agricultural products. This
includes finding new ways to add value to Kentucky agricultural products and
exploring new opportunities that will benefit Kentucky farms now and in the
future.



= Other local/state/federal resources

See Attachment

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b.

C.

Proposals will be evaluated by the Edmonson County Agriculture Board using
the Guidelines and Evaluation Criteria provided from the State Agriculture
Development Board. A proposal will be scored and ranted using these criteria
with emphasis placed on project fitting into the county comprehensive plan.
Complete proposals will be forwarded to the State for final review.

How is success and failure measured?

Success will be measured on a county wide basis. At a later time the Board will
evaluate the impact of the funds on the county. If possible a return on investment
will be determined.

How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

The county comprehensive plan will be revised by the incoming Agriculture
Development Board every five (5) years. Any revisions will be made pending a
majority vote of the Board. Other revisions by the sitting Board can be made at
any time via a majority vote.

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
Please save document and submit to:
SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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