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Fulton County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the
local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs
and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Governor's Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils
throughout this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Fulton County is located in far west Kentucky, with Lake and Obion Counties of Tennessee
border the southern portion of the county, Hickman County to our north and east, and the
Mississippi river bordering our western portion of the county.

Hickman is the county seat. Fulton County is located within a day’s drive of major markets
of Louisville, St. Louis, Memphis, Nashville, Cincinnati, Chicago, Indianapolis, and Atlanta.
The county has access to waterways, major highways, and railway.

The county consists of 209 square miles (133,760 acres) broken into 175 farms, averaging
525 acres, with 91,864 acres in farms. Fulton County agriculture is known for its large row
crop farms. The county produces 25,000 acres of corn, 53,000 acres of soybeans, and
7,100 acres of wheat, as well as limited acreage of rice and hay. The county also has
approximately 22 farms with poultry and 5 farms with hogs. The county produces limited
amounts of equine, bovine, sheep, and goats. The average age of the farmers in Fulton
County is 58.7.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
» Traditional agricultural production

Traditional agriculture in Fulton County consists of corn, soybean, and wheat, collectively
the county ranks 15" in the state in the market value of these crops for a total of
$62,090,000. Livestock production in Fulton County ranks 45" in the state with a total
market value of $25,724,000. Tobacco is not currently produced in the county and has
never been a large portion of the agriculture economy.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

Non-traditional agriculture in limited to bees, a few orchards, and nuts at this time. Based off
2022 data, the county has 1 colony of bees, 1 vegetable operation 1 orchard, and 5 farms in
nut production.



= New & emerging agricultural production

New and emerging agriculture production are limited in far western Kentucky due to the
lack of markets. Fruit and vegetable crop opportunities are numerous for local producers,
but there is a lack of available markets for these crops.

= Tobacco dependency

Fulton County is not dependent on tobacco production, unlike several of the other
counties in the Purchase area.

b. Demographic Data

= Social data

The population of Fulton County based off the 2020 Census data is 6,515. Of the minority
groups living in the county, the African American population of 1,433 makes up the largest
minority group. There is a small Hispanic population of 151 people. The three largest
population groups based on age are: 60 to 64 — 526, 30 to 34 — 525, and 20 to 24 — 489.
Please note that those that under 18 the total is 1,381, but within that group are of the age
that are not in the workforce.

= Economic data

The median household income in the county is $31,587. 27% of the county’s population
falls below the poverty level.

2. Assessments of the County

a. Strengths

Our county is well suited for grain crop production, especially corn followed by wheat and
soybeans. Off farm employment continues to increase, but the county is still maintaining
just over 50% of the farm operators receiving the majority of their income from farming.
Our producers are educated and willing to make changes to enhance farm profitability.
We have two grain elevators, barge, rail, and truck transportation option. The county has
an adequate road system for the transportation of grain to markets, both locally and
overseas.



b. Weaknesses

Fulton County has a lack of a growing economic development. Currently, Fulton County
has an unemployment rate of 5.2% as compared to the state average of 4.6%. With
limited interstate access the puts Fulton County at a disadvantage for increasing the
county economic development.

The population of Fulton County as a whole has a lack of understanding of what goes
into agriculture or farming in general. Many of the families in the county are several
generations removed from the family farm.

c. Opportunities

There are opportunities through the Extension Service and Agriculture organizations to
educate the public about what goes into agriculture, especially the youth of Fulton
County.

There is some positive outlook for economic development in Fulton County with
establishment of the Fulton-Hickman Economic Development partnership to develop
and market industrial properties. The West Kentucky Alliance for a Vibrant Economy or
WAVE is a strategic partnership of Ballard, Carlisle, Fulton and Hickman Counties in
Kentucky. This group is actively trying to promote economic development in the river
counties.

d. Challenges

Fulton County has a lack of a growing economic development. Currently, Fulton County
has an unemployment rate of 5.2% as compared to the state average of 4.6%. With
limited interstate access, Fulton County is at a disadvantage for increasing the county
economic development.

The population of Fulton County as a whole has a lack of understanding of what goes

into agriculture or farming in general. Many of the families in the county are several
generations removed from the family farm.

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement
The mission of the Fulton County Agriculture Development Council is to educate the

public about agriculture in Fulton County and to provide the farmers in the county with
assistance in implanting new agricultural practices.



b. Short term goals

e Research ways to effectively educate the public about agriculture in Fulton County.
o Research ways to effectively develop opportunities in agriculture in Fulton County.

c. Long term goals

e Implement ways to effectively educate the public about agriculture in Fulton County.
¢ Implement ways to effectively develop opportunities in agriculture in Fulton County.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds
* Regional partnerships

The Fulton County Agriculture Development Council will partner with any regional
organizations to maximize the effectiveness of the views and goals set by the council.

= State Agricultural Development Board resources
The Fulton County Agriculture Development Council will partner with the State

Agriculture Development Boards to maximize the effectiveness of the views and goals
set by the council.

»  Other local/state/federal resources
The Fulton County Agriculture Development Council will partner with any local, state,

and/or federal resources to maximize the effectiveness of the views and goals set by the
council.

3. Evaluation & Review
a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?
The Council reserves the right to make any changes as needed to facilitate the
expenditure of funds set aside for this council.
b. How is success and failure measured?

The board will take feedback from the individuals or groups that have received benefit
from any of the programs offered through this program.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

The county comprehensive plan will be revised as needed based upon the feedback of
those that have received benefit, community response, or input from those that govern
the Fulton County Agriculture Development Council.
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