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Comprehensive Plan 
Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of 
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify 
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils 
throughout this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals

c. Long term goals

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

 Regional partnerships

 State Agricultural Development Board resources



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date. 
Please save document and submit to: 

SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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	Insert Date: June 24, 2025
	Insert County Name: Marshall
	INSERT TEXT 1: Marshall County is located in far Western Kentucky and has a diverse agriculture to compliment its industrial and tourism base. The following statistics are from the 2022 census of Agriculture.  The county produced 11,743 acres of corn, 18,545 acres of soybean, and 6,670 acres of winter wheat. 



Marshall County produced 9,110 acres of forages to help support 14,523 head of cattle on 227 farms.  Poultry production in the county totals approximately 4.3 million broilers annually from 16 farms. The county also has 75 poultry layer farms totaling approximately 1,708 head and 6 hog farms. 


	INSERT TEXT 2: Crops- Soybeans and Corn account for approximately 36% and 42% of the crop sales respectively. (2022 Census)

Animal- Poultry/eggs are 42% and cattle/calves are 39% of the animal sales in the county. (2022 Census)
	INSERT TEXT 3: There are 11 farms raising vegetables/melons/potatoes, 14 raising sod and only 1 raising tobacco. The total profits from this production is withheld from the census to avoid disclosing individual's data. 
	INSERT TEXT 4: Sod production is becoming more common with a 29% increase in the number of farms between 2017 and 2022. (2022 Census)


	INSERT TEXT 5: Marshall County has only 1 farm raising tobacco as of 2022. (Census of Agriculture)
	INSERT TEXT 6: Marshall County has a population of  31,777 with the following demographics:

        Hispanic- 616

        White- 30,452

        African American- 191

        Asian- 133

        Other- 386



(KY By The Numbers, 2024 Profile)
	INSERT TEXT 7: The median household income is $65,007. The leading employing industries in the county, based on employment numbers, is lead by manufacturing companies, employing 1,592 people. Second is retail employing 1,184 people. Third is Accomadations and Food Services employing 828 people. Fourth is construction employing 756 people. 
	INSERT TEXT 8: Easy access to multiple grain elevators. 

Easy access to the poultry industry needs.  

Abundant land not suited to cultivation makes for great oppertunity for forages. 

An good road system already exists throughout the county.
	INSERT TEXT 9: There is a lack of water and fencing to fully utilize the vast resource of pasture land.

There is a lack of irrigation equipment to maximize production of crops.

There is a lack of an adequate marketing structure for livestock and crops.

In the general public, there is a lack of agriculture knowledge and also, a lack of knowledge on how to safety navigate around large agriculture equipment on the roadways. 


	INSERT TEXT 10: Expansion of new and emerging agriculture production. Examples include specialty crops such as watermelons, strawberries and sod. 
	INSERT TEXT 11: Choosing who has priority of the funds.
	INSERT TEXT 12: To enhance farming operations in Marshall County by supporting projects and creating opportunities using Phase 1 burley tobacco settlement money.  
	INSERT TEXT 13: To support multi-county or area projects that can benefit the agricultural community in the areas of sustainability, diversification, education, innovation, and cooperation.
	INSERT TEXT 14: For the council's support and efforts to enhance agricultural in the county. 
	INSERT TEXT 15: We will pursue any available funds/opportunities available to us by the means necessary.
	INSERT TEXT 16: We will pursue any available funds/opportunities available to us by the means necessary.
	INSERT TEXT 17: We will pursue any available funds/opportunities available to us by the means necessary.
	INSERT TEXT 18: Proposals will be evaluated on its ability to fulfill the boards goals of improving practices in the areas of sustainability, diversification, education, innovation, and cooperation. 



The statistics and needs assessment dictate that livestock and other high value crops should receive priority of phase one money. Early applications and tobacco producers will receive priority should the Council need to limit spending.




	INSERT TEXT 19: Progress reports, from program/project administrators, on the status of each program or project in the form of financial statements will be provided to the Council on a semi-annual basis.  
	INSERT TEXT 20: √Revision or amendments can be passed only by a 2/3 vote of the Marshall County Ag. Development Council.


