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Nelson County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils
throughout this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Nelson County is a key agricultural area in Kentucky, with 1,241 farms covering
157,488 acres. While the number of farms and total farmland have decreased since
2017, the average farm size remains 127 acres.

J

The county's agricultural economy is thriving, with a market value of products sold
reaching 79.48 million, an 18% increase since 2017. Net cash farm income has
grown significantly, up 93% to 19.12 million.

0

Crop production dominates the county's agricultural sales, accounting for 72% of
total sales, with major crops including forage, soybeans, and corn.

Livestock contributes 28% of sales, with cattle being the most significant livestock
product.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

Market Value of Products Sold: $79.48 million (+18% since 2017)
Number of Farms: 1,241 (-13% since 2017)

Land in Farms: 157,488 acres (-26% since 2017)

Forage (hay/haylage): 29,460 acres

Soybeans for beans: 25,918 acres Corn for grain: 21,394 acres

= Non-traditional agricultural production



= New & emerging agricultural production

Sheep and goat production increasing

Interest in small farm development for food production increasing
Forestry production of hardwoods

Direct to the Consumer

= Tobacco dependency

3% of total agriculture sales

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

Total Producers: 2,072; Male: 1,348; Female: 724
Age Distribution:<35 years: 219 ; 35-64 years: 1,158; 65+ years: 695
White: 2,053; Other Races: 19 combined

=  Economic data

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Rural lifestyle still embraced

Good infrastructure throughout the county

Local Leadership embraces the farm community
Quick access to major populations and processing



b. Weaknesses

Aging Population of farmers

Cost of inputs ever increasing

Decrease in safety nets for farm families
Competition for productive lands

Afford ability of farm land to farm

c. Opportunities

Economic expansion of distillation operations
Farm to table movement is still viable and growing
tourism increases the need for more local ag products

Several local meat processors now available to assist with farm to table meats

d. Challenges

Urban Sprawl and Economic expansion of distillation industry

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

The Nelson County Agriculture Development Council will invest monies from the
Kentucky Agriculture Development Fund in proposals that have the potential to
increase net farm income and positively effect the quality of life of farm families

and Nelson County. The Council will support innovative ideas in existing farming
activities and development of new enterprises.



b. Short term goals

C.

To assist applicants to develop proposals that are innovative and will improve

existing agriculture enterprises or provide new agriculture opportunities for the
future.

To support proposals that are environmentally and economically sound.

Long term goals

- To make existing farming enterprises more sustainable.
- To continue to improve the agriculture marketing infrastructure.
- To provide expanding opportunities for education of the agriculture community.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

Regional partnerships

The Council will need to see evidence from the proposals that cost share
which includes in-kind, matching money or other support equal to 50% of the
total cost of the project will be provided. The council reserves the right to
lower the cost share requirements and limits for non-profit agencies and
associations and for proposals that have the opportunity to help great
numbers of farmers. The council reserves rights of refusal for applications
they feel do not fall within the scope of the Nelson County Comprehensive pla

State Agricultural Development Board resources



Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Proposals are evaluated by the Council as a group and voted upon after a motion

and second. The proposals are openly debated and representatives are invited
to discuss their application and answer questions.

b. How is success and failure measured?

The successful implementation of new ideas on farms that result in the

expansion of crops, increase in profitability on the farm, and implementation of
safer facilities.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

When necessary with input from the council

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
Please save document and submit to:
SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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