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Pike County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils
throughout this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Pike County, Kentucky is Kentucky's most eastern county and the largest county in
Kentucky by land area with 786.2 square miles. Pike County is the 11th largest
county in Kentucky in terms of population. In 2023, Pike County had a population of
57.5k people, a 11.6% decrease compared to the 2010 population of 65,076.
Agriculture is listed as one of the highest paying industries in Pike County, which
along with Forestry, Fishing & Hunting, & Mining, which generated $73,696 in 2023,
according to Data USA. Pike county is characterized by its rugged, mountainous
terrain, and most farms are small, family-owned operations.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

In 2022, the number of farms in Pike County was 66, which is a -22% change
of 85 farms since 2017. The land in farms is 19,397 acres and the average
sized farm is 294 acres. 7,644 acres is used for cropland, 6,091 is
pastureland, and 5,302 is woodlands. In 2022, the market value of products
sold was $1,378,000, an 85% increase since 2017, and 95% are family
farms.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

Of 100 producers in the county as of the 2022 Census of Agriculture, 36 are
women. The land use practices of farming include 23% that are no till and
12% that are reduced till. Much of the cattle pastureland is reclaimed mining

land.



= New & emerging agricultural production

Pike County is experiencing an increase in non-traditional agriculture with
producers growing and direct marketing many types of fresh produce and
value added products. 2022 Census of Ag shows there were 40 new and
beginning farmers in 2022. The University of Pikeville has future plans of
cultivating mushrooms in the county in abandoned coal mines.

= Tobacco dependency

There is little dependency on tobacco for Pike County. Several of our farmers
also own farms in other areas of the state that have tobacco bases, but Pike
County has no tobacco base.

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

In Pike County we have several higher education options to offer we have a
four year liberal arts college, the University of Pikeville and a campus of the
Big Sandy Community and Technical College. Pike County also is home to

the University of Pikeville Kentucky &School of Osteopathic Medicine.

=  Economic data

In 2023, 23.4% of the population in Pike County was below the poverty line
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. This is higher than the national poverty
rate. The median household income in Pike County is $42,179.

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Transportation in and out of Pike County comes primarily from U.S. 23, North to
South and U.S. 119 East to West as well as U.S. 460. Due to the resilience of the
people in the county, they are always looking for new career opportunities which
make money and are willing to learn. Adaptive use of reclaimed land is another

strength, many cattle and pasture operations are located on reclaimed mining
land.



b. Weaknesses

Population has a limited amount of experience when it comes to farming either
traditional or non-traditional. Limited access to good used farming equipment and
repair services. Limited choices when it comes to fertilizer selection and
transplant materials. Availability of federal support, not traditionally being
recognized as an agriculture county, presence of ag services and access to
reclaimed land for agricultural use. Limited agriculture education and no FFA in
the county. Limited meat processors in the county

c. Opportunities

Opportunities JR board and Pike Conservation. CAIP funding is now available,
Pike County Cattleman's association was recently established. Many strip mines
have been reclaimed for farm use. Much of our fertile bottom land is ideal for
vegetable production. Several opportunities lie in the development of direct
marketing, such as Farmers Markets, on farm sale of products, etc. Because of
tourism there is great opportunity for value added products. Production of
alternative crops such a shiitake's, ginseng, grapes, and other items have great
potential. The University of Pikeville is developing agricultural education and
currently has mushroom cultivation tents, and hydroponic systems as well as
research opportunities for students.

d. Challenges

Access to farmers markets due to being a large county. Lack of a commercial
kitchen and lack of agriculture education. Many producers are not comfortable
with attempting new methods of marketing crops and products. Another challenge
is the small acreages and terrain which many producers have available. One of

the biggest challenges is getting producers to think outside the box and diversify
their products.

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement

The Pike County Agriculture Development Council will dedicate whatever means
of support and resources that are available to the development of profitable,
sustainable farm/agriculture enterprises. The Pike County Agriculture
Development Council will strive to identify, develop, and promote projects that
have a positive economic impact on the Pike County Community. The Council
will emphasize cooperative efforts especially in areas of production and
marketing of agriculture & natural resources



b. Short term goals

The Pike County Agriculture Council will support both existing and emerging
efforts in the production and marketing of established and alternative agriculture
products. The Pike County Agriculture Council will support both existing and
emerging efforts in the production and marketing of established and

alternative agriculture products. Emphasis will be placed on those projects that
show cooperation between different groups and/or individuals that have
outcomes which benefit many individuals or parties. However, individual projects
will be considered as long as that project. Start pop-up farmers markets it the
county.

c. Long term goals

Long term goals of the Pike County Agriculture Advancement Council will be to
support the development of group production and marketing efforts.

Another goal is to support the development of infrastructure that will

add value to local products before sale. To encourage all agriculture endeavors
that are sustainable and help improve lives in Pike County. More agriculture
education in Pike County schools, additional farmers markets for the county, and
establishing a commercial kitchen is another long-term goal.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

= Regional partnerships

The Pike County Agriculture Development Council will dedicate whatever
means of support and resources that are available to support regional
endeavors which could benefit local producers.

= State Agricultural Development Board resources

The Pike County Agriculture Development Council will dedicate whatever
means of support and encouragement to those willing to apply for county
funds and state resources which could benefit local producers.



= Other local/state/federal resources

The Pike County Agriculture Development Council will expect proposals to
show evidence of matching money or other support. Projects must follow the
guidelines outlined in the Kentucky Agriculture Development Fund Investment
Program Grant Application.

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b.

C.

Council will meet on an ongoing basis to review any proposals that
have been submitted. Each proposal will be judged individually and
then sent on to the Kentucky Agriculture Development Board for
review and final approval. Proposals are evaluated by the needs of
the producer and the possibilities of success to further their income
and the possibility of them having enough success to encourage new
farmers to try the same processes.

How is success and failure measured?

Success will be measured by the increase in number of farmers making and
increasing their profit margin. Or in the case of extreme weather or production
problems on the future potential as reported on periodic progress reports.
Measure of how many more schools we get to participate in agricultural projects
and programs.

How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

County Comprehensive plan will be revised at the request of the planning
committee and as required by the State.

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
Please save document and submit to:
SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov
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