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Comprehensive Plan 
Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of 
the local agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify 
programs and projects best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils 
throughout this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals

c. Long term goals

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

 Regional partnerships

 State Agricultural Development Board resources



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date. 
Please save document and submit to: 

SarahR.Bryant@ky.gov or Bailey.Siry-Crowder@ky.gov


	LIST COUNCIL MEMBERS: Madison Futrell, Jimmy McAtee, Shannon Perry, Alana Baker Dunn, James Adams III, Owen Kyler, Ken Shipley, Lynley Sanders, Donavan washer
	Insert Date: 5/19/25
	Insert County Name: Trigg County
	INSERT TEXT 1: Trigg County is located in the southwestern portion of Kentucky. Its geography varies widely, encompassing productive farmland, rolling hills of pasture, and timbered areas. According to the 2022 Census of Agriculture, the county had 406 farms covering a total of 100,908 acres, a 17% decrease in land from 2017. The average farm size was 249 acres. 



In 2023, Trigg County generated $73,415,000 in total agricultural sales, with crops accounting for 59% and livestock, poultry, and related products making up the remaining 41%. The county produced $30,464,000 in crop sales, with grains, oilseeds, dry beans, and dry peas contributing $23,154,000, and tobacco generating $5,127,000. Livestock and livestock products brought in $20,803,000, with cattle and calves accounting for $16,642,000 and milk sales totaling $3,744,000.



The county's agricultural landscape includes 63,286 acres of cropland, 14,149 acres of pastureland, and 18,364 acres of woodland. Irrigated land covers 2,766 acres, representing about 3% of the total farmland.
	INSERT TEXT 2: Trigg County Ranked 32nd in the state for Grain sales, 86th for hay sales 10th in cattle sales, 24th in dairy sales, 12th in vegetable sales and  7th for Tobacco sales, 
	INSERT TEXT 3: Nursery crops continue to increase as well as some small animal production
	INSERT TEXT 4: Drone application of fertilzer and seed have steadily increased as well as genetic advances in several species in the county. 
	INSERT TEXT 5: trigg County still ranks 7t is the state in Tobacco production as of 2022 census, accounting for just over 10% of the total agriculture sales in the county. 
	INSERT TEXT 6: In 2023, Trigg County, KY had a population of 14,369, with a median age of 46.6 and a median household income of $34,285. The racial makeup of the county is predominantly White, with 88.34% of the population identifying as White. Black or African American residents make up 9.79% of the population, while Native American, Asian, and other racial groups each represent smaller percentages. The average household size is 2.35, and 89.9% of the population lived in the same house a year prior. 
	INSERT TEXT 7: Total sales -$73,415,000.00

Crops $43,278,000.00

Livestock $30,137,000.00


	INSERT TEXT 8: Trigg County has a variety of agricultural strengths, we have several good transportation options within a reasonable distance of many operations including riverports in Eddyville, Clarksville, Paducah and Murray.  Many farmers also use the ethanol plant in Hopkinsville where they can also load rail cars.  Trigg County was fortunate enough to have a new factory open with Transcraft a trailer manufacturer, this provided a much needed boost to the county's manufacturing industry.  Trigg county is also fortunate to be located within an hour of two community colleges with Hopkinsville and Madisonville, as well as Murray state, and The UK research farm in Princeton, although not in Trigg, these institutions provide education to our citizens to help them better themselves.  
	INSERT TEXT 9: One weakness we have is over the several years high commodity prices have crippled our cattle herds and pasture, there have been many fields converted to row crop use that probably will not be the most profitable crop fields with lower commodity prices.  These fields could be turned back into pasture, however if fences were taken out the cost of re establishing forages and fencing makes it hard to remain profitable.  We also have very few young farmers, mostly due to the extraordinarily high cost to get started. 
	INSERT TEXT 10: Our large row crop producers are very well equipped to take advantage of new opportunities or technologies if they fit into the rotations they are comfortable with.  We also are seeing more local produce being grown as well as local honey and syrup.  With lower commodity prices, there may be opportunities in the future for more animal agriculture in the form of feedlots or possibly putting row crop ground back into pasture.
	INSERT TEXT 11: - Lower commodity prices will put a strain on row crop farmer's budgets

- Ag literacy for residents without a farm background (GMO's and Organic)

- Increasing pressure on GMO's

- Increasing regulation on farming practices
	INSERT TEXT 12: The mission of the Trigg County Ag Development Council is to increase the value of Trigg county agriculture through programs that promote innovative sustainable practices that preserve and improve environmental quality while increasing production value to producers.  Our goal is to make the most out of our current resources and support developing new enterprises for the future.
	INSERT TEXT 13: - Increase efficiency of farming practices

- Improve opportunities for beginning farmers 

- Improve educational opportunities for producers
	INSERT TEXT 14: - Improve stainability of Agriculture (diversification) 

- Encourage implementation and understanding of conservation guidelines: Ag water quality plans, BMP's, cover crops ect.  

- Promote efficient land use and farm resources
	INSERT TEXT 15: Grants parteneships with NRCS and extension as well as local Cattlemans group. 
	INSERT TEXT 16: 
	INSERT TEXT 17: other cost share programs.
	INSERT TEXT 18: Proposals will be evaluated on the potential for them to improve production practices, add value, create new markets or products, improve conservation and stainability. 



No
	INSERT TEXT 19: Participants will have to submit periodic reports to help determine the status of their projects to assure they are meeting the requirements of the expenditures.

Project completion percentage will also be a part of this process.
	INSERT TEXT 20: The Trigg County Ag development board will look at the comprehensive plan periodically and revise any weaknesses.


