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General Rules & Regulations for Kentucky Proud  Livestock ClassicTM

1.The Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic is open only to Kentucky youth exhibitors and Kentucky Proud™ animals. All
animals exhibited must be the bona fide property of the youth exhibitor. All entries must be an approved livestock project
under the supervision of an extension agent or vocational agriculture instructor. All youth exhibitors from both 4-H and
FFA youth organizations will show together in all classes.

2.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete at the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all animals must compete and be
placed at a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair Junior Show, with the Kentucky
Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

3.All animals exhibited are required to have a Kentucky Proud™ tag through the ear at the time of check-in. Entries are
only eligible if tag is fully intact and through the animal’s ear. If tags are through another tag, on the halter, in your show
box or only one side is with a different tag they will NOT be accepted as an official Kentucky Proud™ tag.

4.All Youth Exhibitors are required to present a completed copy of the Kentucky Proud™ Ownership Affidavit for each
species at time of entry. Any entry that is considered by the Show Committee to be a hazard to exhibitors, spectators,
etc. will be excused from the show and will be ineligible for class placement and premiums.   

5. All species not meeting the minimum entries for their respective show will be shown in an AOB (All Other Breeds) class. 
6.All entries must conform to the official health regulations governing the exhibition of livestock in Kentucky. All animals

exhibited in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic shall be identified individually on a health certificate. All Kentucky
origin animals for exhibition shall be individually identified on a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) written in the
current calendar year (Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2026). See General Health Requirements for more information:
http://www.kyagr.come/statevet/regulations/index.htm 

7.The Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic Show Committee (see page 15) shall have the authority to enforce and interpret
any and all rules. Due to space limitations, exhibitors may be asked by the Show Committee to tighten up or share pen
or bedding areas. The committee’s decisions are final.

8.All livestock classes must be shown by youth, and all adults shall remain outside the show ring. Each youth exhibitor
must show his/her animal unless incapacitated or has more than one entry in the class. Then, another youth exhibitor the
same age or younger may show the animal. Youth exhibitors are expected to treat their animals in a manner consistent
with good animal husbandry, and display proper sportsmanship at all times.

9.All youth exhibitors are responsible for making entries during the posted time on page 13. The official judges’ decisions
are final. 

10.Owners must furnish all feed and bedding for their animals.
11. If a youth exhibitor violates any of the rules and regulations of the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic, they will be

denied the opportunity to participate in the event and forfeit all premiums won.
12.The Top Five will be selected in each show. (i.e. Market Lamb & Commercial Ewe Lamb, Market Beef & Beef Heifer etc.)

A youth exhibitor will only be eligible to receive one honor per show. For example if you have 3 lambs, two market and
one commercial, you are eligible to receive Champion Market Lamb and Champion Commercial Ewe Lamb but you
cannot receive champion and reserve champion market lamb. 

New for 2026: Pre-registration accepted & encouraged!
Send completed affidavit with Signatures to kyshowsfairs@gmail.com or 

mail to Kentucky Department of Agriculture ATTN: Shows & Fairs 
111 Corporate Dr. Frankfort KY 40601

Please include species in the Subject Line.
Pre-registration deadline September 4  2026.th

http://www.kyagr.come/statevet/regulations/index.htm


Address: City:
State:

Zip:

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION

Exhibitor Name: County:

Species Class Breed Registration # Birth Date
OR Weight KY Proud #

Beef Market Breeding

Dairy Cow Heifer ____Animal Name___

Phone Number: Email: County:

Based on the documentation in my possession the animal described above was born in __________________________

(county) and raised in __________________________ (county).

Purchase Date:

Exhibitor Parents/Guardians Name:

Parent or Guardian Signature:

(Falsification of information can lead to disqualification from the Kentucky Proud  Livestock Classic)TM

Dt:

Breeder Sign:

KY Proud  Breeder #:TMKY Proud  Breeder Name:TM

PURCHASED ANIMALS

Species Class Breed SHEEP/GOAT SCRAPIE #
SWINE NOTCH Weight KY Proud #

Sheep Market COM

Goat Market
Wether
Dam

Swine Market Breeding
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Kentucky ProudKentucky Proud  Affidavit AffidavitTMTM

of Ownershipof Ownership
Kentucky Proud  AffidavitTM

of Ownership
(1 affidavit per animal)

Notch

Pre-registration due 9/4/26
see page 2 for details



Open to all ages

PAIRED WITH A TRAINED

LIVESTOCK MENTOR

no EXPERIENCE NEEDED

ALL INCLUSIVE

HANDICAP Accessible

Saturday September 12  th

10:00 AM EDT
kyagr.com/sunshine
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SUNSHINE CLASSSUNSHINE CLASSSUNSHINE CLASS
The Sunshine Class offers an opportunity for individuals with special needs to

work with a trained mentor, the Sunshine Participant will show the animal and
at the end, all are presented with a championship banner.

Sign up here!
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Beef Market Division
1.All market animals (steers and heifers) must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the

Kentucky Proud™ Ownership Affidavit at time of entry. (see page 3 for information.) The ownership deadline
for beef market animals is March 14 of the current calendar year. Beef market youth exhibitors are not limited
on number of entries. All entries must be trained on the halter.

2.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Beef Market animals
must compete and be placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair
Junior Show with the Kentucky Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

3.New for 2026: Prospect Market Animal division. Prospect animals are not required to be validated or
qualified but MUST be 800 pounds or less at time of check-in. Prospect animals will compete for Champion
and Reserve Division. They will then go on to compete with all other division winners for Overall Market
Animal.

4.Beef market youth exhibitors must be no more than 21 years of age and no younger than 9 years of age as of
January 1, 2026.

5.MARKET STEERS - Market steer breed classes have been added to beef market animal shows. The breed steers
must have a registration certificate issued by a breed association. Breed classes will be offered for breeds with
more than 2 head. If there are less than 2 head, these entries will show in an AOB class. A Crossbred steer
class will be offered for steers without a registration certificate. No bulls or bullocks will be eligible in the steer
classes.

6.Market steers will be shown by breed and weight with crossbreds following purebred classes.
7.A Breed Champion and Reserve Breed Champion Market Steer will be selected for each breed.
8.MARKET HEIFERS— Market Heifers will show by weight only, not by breed. Market Heifers must be open.
9.A Champion and Reserve Champion Market Heifer will be selected.

10.All Breed Champion Market Steers and Reserve Breed Champion Market Steers along with the Champion
Market Heifer and Reserve Champion Market Heifer will compete for the top five honors in the Beef Market
Animal Champion Drive. A youth exhibitor may only win one honor in the Beef Market Animal Champion
Drive.

For Kentucky Proud  Livestock Classic:TM

Market Animal Check-In
1.Market animal youth exhibitor is responsible for turning in their completed weight card by the time listed. 
2.All market animals will be weighed and checked in by show staff during the listed time. The Kentucky Proud™ Livestock

Classic will not be a declared weight show or have weigh backs.
3.All animals will be weighed prior to showing and classes will be broken by weight determined during check-in.
4.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete at the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all market animals must compete and

be placed at a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair Junior Show, with the
Kentucky Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.
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Beef Heifer Division
1.All Beef Heifers and Cow/Calf pairs must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the

Kentucky Proud™ Ownership Affidavit at time of entry. (see page 3 for information)
2.All breed females must be registered in the youth exhibitor’s name in order to show in the registered division of

the show. Entries must be owned by youth exhibitor by June 1 of the show year and positively identified per
breed association requirements. Beef youth exhibitors must be no more than 21 years of age and no younger
than 9 years of age as of January 1, 2026.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Beef Heifers must
compete and be placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair
Junior Show with the Kentucky Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.All Commercial Heifers must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and be listed on the Ownership Affidavit.
5.All commercial heifers must be permanently identified by legible tattoo or brand and be in the possession of

the youth exhibitor by June 1 of the show year.
6.Commercial heifers can be exhibited in the commercial division only and will show by weight.
7.Any heifer that has been issued a registration certificate by a purebred breed association is not eligible to

show in the commercial division.
8.All heifers must be trained on the halter.
9.Youth exhibitors are not limited on number of entries.

10.Heifers must have been born between September 1, 2024 and April 30, 2026 to compete in the show.
11.Cow/Calf pairs will be eligible. Calves cannot be older than 210 days.
12.Breeds must have three (3) head in order to have a breed show. If the minimum of three head cannot be met,

the breed will show in an AOB or AOB Percentage class according to the registration papers.
13.A purebred cow with percentage calf will be classed within the breed of the cow.
14.All Breed Champion Females and Reserve Breed Champion Females will compete for the top five honors in the

Beef Heifer Champion Drive. A youth exhibitor may only win one honor in the Beef Heifer Champion Drive.

Dairy Division
1.All Dairy Heifers and Cows must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the Kentucky

Proud™ Ownership Affidavit at the time of entry. (see page 3 for information).
2.All registered dairy animals must be registered in the name(s) of the 4-H Club member(s) or FFA member(s)

exhibiting them and registration papers must be shown at time of check in. The transfer of registration or date
of ownership, as prescribed by particular breed associations, must be recorded in the breed office prior to
June 1 of the current year. If the registration certificate has not been received from the breed association, a
statement from the association that the transfer has been recorded prior to June 1 will be acceptable.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Dairy animals must
compete and be placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair
Junior Show with the Kentucky Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.All grade dairy animals shown must be the bona fide property of the 4-H Club member or FFA member and
part of the member’s program. Certificates of ownership of grade dairy animals must be shown on approval
forms and presented at the time of checking in animals. These forms are to be completed prior to arriving at
the show.

5.Chapter or Club members participating in the lease program must have possession of the animal by June 1 of
the current year.

6.Registered and grade dairy animals will be shown in competition with each other within their respective breed
classes.

7.A dairy youth exhibitor is not limited on number of entries, both cows and heifers. Dairy youth exhibitors must
be no more than 21 years of age and no younger than 9 years of age as of January 1, 2026.

8.All Breed Champions and Reserve Breed Champions will compete for the top five honors in the Dairy
Champion Drive for the heifer division and cow division.

9.A youth exhibitor may only win one honor per division.
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Market Goat Division
1.All market goats must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the Kentucky Proud™ Ownership

Affidavit at the time of entry. (see page 3 for information)
2.To be eligible to exhibit in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic Market Goat Show, the youth exhibitor must not be

more than 21 years of age and no younger than 5 years of age as of January 1, 2026. Goat youth exhibitors are not
limited on number of entries of market goats. The ownership deadline for market goats is May 14th that corresponds
with the KUIP tag system.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Market Goats must compete and be
placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair   Junior Show with the Kentucky
Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.All market goats will be shown by weight and must weigh a minimum of 35 pounds at the time of the check-in to be
eligible for exhibition. No muzzles, etc., may be used at any time.

5.Wethers and/or does are eligible to show.
6.Does may only be shown once in either the market show or the wether dam classes.
7.All male goats must be clean castrated, banded or surgically removed. Clamping is not allowed prior to the arrival on

the grounds. All scrotal tissue is to be removed. No muzzles, etc., may be used at any time.
8.A Division Champion and Division Reserve Champion and third place will be selected out of all weight divisions to

compete in the Market Goat Champion Drive.
9.The top three winners in each division will compete for the top five honors in the Market Goat Champion Drive. A youth

exhibitor may only win one honor in the Market Goat Champion Drive.

Wether Dam Division
1.All wether dams must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the Kentucky Proud™ Ownership

Affidavit at the time of entry. (see page 3 for information)
2.To be eligible to exhibit in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic Wether Dam Show, the youth exhibitor must not be

more than 21 years of age and no younger than 5 years of age as of January 1, 2026. Wether Dam youth exhibitors
are not limited on number of entries of wether dams. The ownership deadline for wether dams is May 14th that
corresponds with the KUIP tag system.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Wether Dams must compete and be
placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair   Junior Show with the Kentucky
Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.Does may only be shown once in either the market show or the wether dam classes.
5.Wether Dams will show by weight and must weigh a minimum of 35 pounds at the time of the check-in to be eligible for

exhibition. No muzzles, etc., may be used at any time.
6.Wether dams will be shown in Fitted and Slick Divisions. The top five in each division will be eligible to compete for the

top five honors in the Wether Dam Champion Drive. A youth exhibitor may only win one honor in the Wether Dam
Champion Drive.
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Market Hog Division
1.All market hogs must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the Kentucky Proud™

Ownership Affidavit at the time of entry. (see page 3 for information)
2. To be eligible to exhibit in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic Market Hog Show, the youth exhibitor must

not be more than 21 years of age and no younger than 5 years of age as of January 1, 2026. Swine youth
exhibitors are not limited on number of entries of market hogs. The ownership deadline for market hogs is May
14th that corresponds with the KUIP tag system.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Market Hogs must
compete and be placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair
Junior Show with the Kentucky Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.Registered classes will be offered for market hogs. Registration papers must be brought to weigh-in in order to
enter in registered classes or they will be shown in the crossbred classes.

5.Each breed must have three (3) head to have a breed show. If three head cannot be met, hogs can be shown in
the AOB division.

6.Market Hogs will be shown by weight with no weight limits.
7.Classes will be determined by breed and crossbred, with weights divided as equally as possible among the

entries.
8.Barrows and/or gilts are eligible to be shown. Gilts may only be shown once in either the market hog division

or the breeding gilt division.
9.Any animal on-foot showing evidence of staginess, incomplete castration, crippling, or disease will be

eliminated.
10.All Breed/Crossbred Champions and Reserve Breed/Crossbred Champions and Bronze Medallion (3rd)

Breed/Crossbred will compete for the top five honors in the Market Hog Champion Drive. A youth exhibitor
may only win one honor in the Market Hog Champion Drive.

Breeding Gilt Division
1.All breeding gilts must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the Kentucky Proud™

Ownership Affidavit at the time of entry. See page 3 for (information) 
2. To be eligible to exhibit in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic Breeding Gilt Show, the youth exhibitor

must not be more than 21 years of age and no younger than 5 years of age as of January 1, 2026. Swine
youth exhibitors are not limited on number of entries of breeding gilts. The ownership deadline for breeding
gilts is May 14th that corresponds with the KUIP tag system.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Breeding Gilts must
compete and be placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair
Junior Show with the Kentucky Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.Registered classes will be offered for breeding gilts. Registration papers must be brought to weigh-in in
order to enter in registered classes or they will be shown in the crossbred classes. Gilts may only be shown
once in either the market hog division or breeding gilt division.

5. Each breed must have three (3) head to have a breed show or will be moved to AOB division.
6. Breeding Gilts, both registered and crossbred, will be shown by weight with no weight limits.
7.Classes will be determined by breed and weight, divided as equally as possible among the entries.
8.All Breed/Crossbred Champion Breeding Gilt and Reserve Breed/Crossbred Champion Breeding Gilt and

Bronze Medallion (3 ) Breed/Crossbred Breeding Gilt will compete for the top five honors in the Breeding
Gilt Champion Drive. A youth exhibitor may only win one honor in the Breeding Gilt Champion Drive. 

rd
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Market Lamb Division
1.All market lambs must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the Kentucky Proud™ Ownership

Affidavit at the time of entry. (see page 3 for information)
2.To be eligible to exhibit in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic Market Lamb Show, the youth exhibitor must not be

more than 21 years of age and no younger than 5 years of age as of January 1, 2026.The ownership deadline for
market lambs is May 14th that corresponds with the KUIP tag system.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Market Lambs must compete and
be placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair Junior Show with the Kentucky
Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.Market lamb youth exhibitors are not limited on number of entries of lambs. Market Lambs will show by breed and
weight. Classes will be broken at the discretion of the Show Committee.

5.All breeds shall be declared at time of check-in. Once a breed has been declared, it cannot be changed. All entries will
be shown in breed classes as declared and at the discretion of the show committee.

6.There must be three (3) lambs in order to have a breed show. If three (3) head cannot be met, lambs will show in the
AOB division.

7.Wool lambs must be docked, clean castrated, and the animal must be shorn slick above the knee and hock joint (1/4
inch or less) prior to check-in. The minimum weight limit is 60 pounds, with no upper weight limit. All blankets must be
removed for inspection before entering check-in. No artificial color may be used. No muzzles, etc., may be used at any
time.

8.Hair lambs must be clean castrated. Docking is optional. The minimum weight limit is 35 pounds with no upper weight
limit. All blankets must be removed for inspection before entering check-in. No artificial color may be used. No muzzles,
etc., may be used at any time. Induced cryptorchids, short scrotum lambs and ram lambs may not be shown.

9.All Breed/Crossbred Champion Market Lambs and Reserve Breed/Crossbred Champion Market Lambs and Bronze
Medallion (3rd) Breed/Crossbred Market Lamb will compete for the top five honors in the Market Lamb Champion Drive.
A youth exhibitor may only win one honor in the Market Lamb Champion Drive.

Commercial Ewe Lamb Division
1.All commercial ewe lambs must be Kentucky Proud™ tagged and present a completed copy of the Kentucky Proud™

Ownership Affidavit at the time of entry. (see page 3 for information)
2.To be eligible to exhibit in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic Commercial Ewe Lamb Show, the youth exhibitor must

not be more than 21 years of age and no younger than 5 years of age as of January 1, 2026. The ownership deadline
for commercial ewe lambs is May 14th that corresponds with the KUIP tag system.

3.New for 2026: To be eligible to compete in the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic all Commercial Ewes must compete
and be placed in a KDA sponsored District Show, Junior Livestock Expo or Kentucky State Fair Junior Show with the
Kentucky Proud™ tag intact in the animals ear.

4.Lamb youth exhibitors are not limited on number of entries. 
5.All lambs will show by weight classes at the discretion of the Show Committee. Lambs may only be shown once in either

the Market Lamb Division or the Commercial Ewe Lamb Division.
6.Wool lambs must be docked and the animal must be shorn slick above the knee and hock joint (1/4 inch or less) prior to

check-in. The minimum weight limit is 60 pounds, with no upper weight limit. All blankets must be removed for inspection
before entering check-in. No artificial color may be used. No muzzles, etc., may be used at any time. 

7.Docking is optional for hair lambs. The minimum weight limit is 35 pounds with no upper weight limit. All blankets must
be removed for inspection before entering check-in. No artificial color may be used. No muzzles, etc., may be used at
any time.

8.A Division Champion and Division Reserve Champion and third place will be selected out of all weight divisions to
compete in the Commercial Ewe Lamb Champion Drive.

9.The top three winners in each division will compete for the top five honors in the Commercial Ewe Lamb Champion
Drive. A youth exhibitor may win one honor in the Commercial Ewe Lamb Champion Drive.
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Photo Contest
The Kentucky Proud™ Classic Photo Contest is designed to provide youth exhibitors with the opportunity to learn
photographic skills and compete with other youth.

Contest divisions are as follows: Senior, Junior and Novice.

General contest rules for all age divisions are as follows:
1.Color and black & white photos highlighting your Kentucky Proud™ Project will compete in one category.
2.Judges will rank the top 3 photos in each age division. Awards will be given to the top three in each age division.
3.Contest is limited to 2 entries per person.
4.Photos must highlight Kentucky Proud™ Projects on the farm or at an event. The project should be the dominant focus of

the photo.
5.All entries must be entered by 9:00 a.m., September 12, 2026. When entering a photo, you must include the following:

contestant name, age, age division as of January 1, 2026 and title of photo.
6.Entries should be formatted and printed as a high quality at 8” x 10” size.
7.All entries must be original, untouched photos taken by the youth exhibitor who enters the photo. Photos  must be the

contestant’s current year’s project and cannot have been presented for competition at any other event.
8.The Kentucky Department of Agriculture staff reserves the right to utilize any photos in the contest at the staff’s discretion.

Prepared Speech Contest
Contestants will present a speech on a subject for the livestock industry.

Contest divisions are as follows:
          Senior Division – 4 to 6 minute speech.
          Junior Division – 3 to 5 minute speech.
          Novice Division – 2 to 4 minute speech.

General contest rules for all age divisions are as follows:
1.Contestant may choose any subject for the livestock industry. The speech is to be of original content and is to be

composed solely by the speaker. Contestant is encouraged to have speech memorized but will be permitted to use
notes.

2.Contestant will be asked to answer questions relating to his or her speech following their presentation. The question and
answer session shall be a maximum of 3 minutes, with 1 question to be asked per judge. Deductions of 20 points per
minute will be taken from the score of each judge for any speech under the minimum or over the maximum time
restriction.

3.Contestant must bring to the Kentucky Proud™ Classic 3 typewritten, double-spaced copies of speech on 8 1/2”x11”
white bond paper and deliver to the entry desk no later than 9:00 a.m. on September 12, 2026.

4.Contestants are required to include a cover sheet to their speech that lists the following information: name,  address and
age as of January 1, 2026.

5.Contestants will be judged on personal presentation and content.
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Skill-a-thon Contest
The contest will be self-paced in a printed format.

Contest divisions are as follows: Senior, Junior and Novice.

These types of multiple choice questions may be asked:
          Retail Meat Cuts                                  Livestock Feed Identification             Livestock Breed Identification
          Livestock Equipment Identification          Meat Equipment Identification          Hay Judging

General contest rules for all age divisions are as follows:
1.Contestants in the Skill-a-thon Contests shall check-in with the contest coordinator or their representative on the day of the

contest at least 15 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time. 
2.Contestants should bring a blank steno pad, clipboard, blank paper, calculator (simple 4 function), and writing

instruments. Contestants may not bring books, notes, pamphlets, reference materials, or cell phones into the contest
area. 

3.Parents will not be allowed to go through the contest with their children. 
4.This contest covers the understanding and practical application and the principles of Animal Sciences related to beef,

dairy, sheep, swine and goats. 

Sales Talk Contest
Contest is designed to give contestants experience in selling a Kentucky Proud™ Project to potential buyers.

Contest schedule and divisions are as follows:
          Novice Division – 2 to 5 minute presentation.
          Junior Division – 3 to 8 minute presentation.
          Senior Division – 3 to 8 minute presentation.

General contest rules for all age divisions are as follows:
1.Contestants are allowed to have one youth participant to assist with the presentation.
2.Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Projects should be referenced in the sales talk.
3.Livestock Supplies and Feed Stuffs associated with Kentucky Proud™ may be referenced in the sales talk. 
4.At the time of presentation, original registration papers of registered animals must be presented to the judges.

(Additional copies may be provided for all judges.)
5.Contestants may use promotional items that assist in the presentation of the talk. (farm signs, etc.)
6.Contestants engaging judges in the presentation are encouraged, but questions by judges should be held until the end

of the contestants’ presentation.
7.Presentations should include but are not limited to the following:

            · Species Information
            · Performance Information
            · Visual Characteristics

8.A warning will be given when one minute is remaining in presentation time.
9.Contestants will be evaluated by the following categories:

            · Contents of Sales Presentation
            · Communication Skills
            · Organization
            · Overall Effectiveness
            · Knowledge and Response to Questions



Placing 1st 2  nd 3  rd 4  th 5  th 6  th 7  th 8  th 9  th 10  th

Money $30 $25 $22 $20 $18 $15 $12 $10 $8 $7

Premiums will be paid in showmanship classes. The scale is as follows:

Belt Buckles will be rewarded to the Species Showmanship Champions.

Beef & Dairy

Placing Premium

First $25

Second $22

Third $20

Fourth $18

Fifth $16

Sixth $14

Goats, Lambs & Swine

Placing Premium

First $18

Second $16

Third $14

Fourth $12

Fifth $10

Sixth $8

Kentucky Proud™ Breeder
Awards:

The top breeder of each species
will receive a banner of

recognition
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Showmanship Classes
1.Showmanship classes will be divided by age as of the day of the show. Classes will be broken at the discretion of the

Show Committee. The winner of each class will compete for the Overall Champion of each species.
2.All youth exhibitors must show their own animals.
3.Youth exhibitors can only show in 2 out of 5 species showmanship classes.
4.To be eligible to participate in Beef and Dairy Showmanship youth exhibitors must be no more than 21 years of age and

no younger than 9 years of age as of January 1, 2026.
5.Beef Heifer and Steer youth exhibitors will show together in beef showmanship. 
6.Dairy Heifer and Cow exhibitors will show together in dairy showmanship.
7.Small Animal (lambs, swine and goats) will have showmanship divisions for youth exhibitors no more than 21 years of

age and no younger than 5 years of age as of January 1, 2026. 
8.Market Lamb and Commercial Ewe Lamb youth exhibitors will show together in Lamb Showmanship.
9.Market Hog and Breeding Gilt youth exhibitors will show together in Swine Showmanship.

10.Market Goat and Wether Dam youth exhibitors will show together in Goat Showmanship.

Class Premium Schedule for the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic

Premium checks will be mailed to the exhibitors.

NEW FOR 2026:
Each exhibitor participating in
the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock

Classic will receive participation
points towards the KY Youth

Livestock Points Banquet



Champion Premium Scale

Large Animal Small Animal

Grand Champion $1,000/banner $750/banner

Reserve Champion $750/banner $500/banner

Third Overall $500/banner $200/banner

Fourth Overall $250/banner $100/banner

Fifth Overall $100/banner $50/banner

Breed or Division Champion $50/banner $35/banner

Reserve Breed or Division Champion $25/banner $20/banner

Contest Premium Scale in Each Age Division

Skill-a-thon Sales Talk Prepared Speech Photo

1st $200 $200 $200 $100

2nd $100 $100 $100 $50

3rd $50 $50 $50 $25

Age Divisions:  Senior Division: 15-21
                   Junior Division: 9-14

                               Novice Division: 8 and under
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Kentucky Proud™ Champion Animal and Contest Premiums

Market Beef, Beef Heifer, Dairy Cow, Dairy Heifer, Market Lamb, Commercial Ewe Lamb, Market Hog, Breeding Gilt,
Market Goat, and Wether Dam

Top Five will receive banners

Premium checks will be mailed to the exhibitors.



Registration for Beef, Dairy, Sheep, Swine and Goat Shows

Sales Talk, Prepared Speech and Photo Contest Registration

Opening Ceremony

Sunshine Class

Sales Talk & Prepared Speech Contest Open to Participants

Skill-a-thon Contest Opens

Beef Showmanship, followed by Prospect & Market Animal Show, followed by Beef
Breeding Female Show
Dairy Showmanship, followed by Dairy Heifer Show, followed by Dairy Cow
Show
Sheep Showmanship, followed by Commercial Ewe Show, followed by Market
Lamb Show
Swine Showmanship, followed by Breeding Gilt Show, followed by Market Hog
Show

Goat Showmanship, followed by Wether Dam Show, followed by Market Goat
Show

Sales Talk & Prepared Speech Contest Closes

Skill-a-thon Contest Closes

Champion Drive: All Species and Contest Awards Ceremony
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Kentucky Proud™ Livestock ClassicKentucky Proud™ Livestock ClassicKentucky Proud™ Livestock ClassicKentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic
Kentucky Horse Park
4089 Iron Works Pike
Lexington, KY 40511

Schedule of Events

Saturday, September 12th

          8:00-9:30 am

          8:30-9:30 am

          9:30 am          

          10:00 am

          10:30 am-1:00 pm

          10:30 am-1:30 pm

          10:30 am

          11:00 am

          1:00 pm

          1:30 pm

       30 min after the
conclusion of the last show

(all times are Eastern Daylight Time)
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	Kentucky ProudTM Livestock Classic 2026
	September 12th, 2026
	Kentucky Horse Park
	A publication of the Kentucky Department of Agriculture 2026

	General Rules & Regulations for Kentucky ProudTM Livestock Classic
	New for 2026: Pre-registration accepted & encouraged! Send completed affidavit with Signatures to kyshowsfairs@gmail.com or  mail to Kentucky Department of Agriculture ATTN: Shows & Fairs  111 Corporate Dr. Frankfort KY 40601 Please include species in the Subject Line. Pre-registration deadline September 4th 2026.
	Pre-registration due 9/4/26 see page 2 for details

	Kentucky ProudTM Affidavit of Ownership
	EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
	Exhibitor Name:
	County:
	State:
	Address:
	City:
	Zip:
	Species
	Class
	Breed
	Registration #
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	KY Proud #
	Beef
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	____Animal Name___
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	Breed
	SHEEP/GOAT SCRAPIE # SWINE NOTCH
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	KY Proud #
	Sheep
	COM
	Goat
	Swine



	Notch
	PURCHASED ANIMALS
	KY ProudTM Breeder Name:
	KY ProudTM Breeder #:
	Phone Number:
	Email:
	County:
	Breeder Sign:
	Purchase Date:
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	Parent or Guardian Signature:
	Dt:



	SUNSHINE CLASS
	The Sunshine Class offers an opportunity for individuals with special needs to work with a trained mentor, the Sunshine Participant will show the animal and at the end, all are presented with a championship banner.
	Saturday September 12th  10:00 AM EDT
	Sign up here!
	Open to all ages PAIRED WITH A TRAINED LIVESTOCK MENTOR no EXPERIENCE NEEDED ALL INCLUSIVE HANDICAP Accessible


	For Kentucky ProudTM Livestock Classic: Market Animal Check-In
	Beef Market Division
	Beef Heifer Division
	Dairy Division
	Market Goat Division
	Wether Dam Division
	Market Hog Division
	Breeding Gilt Division
	Market Lamb Division
	Commercial Ewe Lamb Division
	General contest rules for all age divisions are as follows:
	General contest rules for all age divisions are as follows:
	Sales Talk Contest

	Showmanship Classes
	Premiums will be paid in showmanship classes. The scale is as follows:
	Placing
	Money
	Belt Buckles will be rewarded to the Species Showmanship Champions.

	Class Premium Schedule for the Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic
	Beef & Dairy
	Placing
	Premium
	Goats, Lambs & Swine
	Placing
	Premium
	Premium checks will be mailed to the exhibitors.

	Kentucky Proud™ Champion Animal and Contest Premiums
	Champion Premium Scale
	Large Animal
	Small Animal
	Top Five will receive banners
	Contest Premium Scale in Each Age Division
	Skill-a-thon
	Sales Talk
	Prepared Speech
	Photo
	Premium checks will be mailed to the exhibitors.

	Kentucky Proud™ Livestock Classic
	Kentucky Horse Park 4089 Iron Works Pike Lexington, KY 40511
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	1:30 pm
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	Sales Talk, Prepared Speech and Photo Contest Registration
	Opening Ceremony
	Sunshine Class
	Sales Talk & Prepared Speech Contest Open to Participants
	Skill-a-thon Contest Opens
	Beef Showmanship, followed by Prospect & Market Animal Show, followed by Beef Breeding Female Show Dairy Showmanship, followed by Dairy Heifer Show, followed by Dairy Cow Show Sheep Showmanship, followed by Commercial Ewe Show, followed by Market Lamb Show Swine Showmanship, followed by Breeding Gilt Show, followed by Market Hog Show
	Goat Showmanship, followed by Wether Dam Show, followed by Market Goat Show
	Sales Talk & Prepared Speech Contest Closes
	Skill-a-thon Contest Closes
	Champion Drive: All Species and Contest Awards Ceremony



