
2021 EHV1 UPDATES 

  

MARCH 15, 2021 

The additional 24 horses in Barn B of the index EHV1 affected premises, were sampled on Friday 

due to potential exposure of indirect transmission (riders) having occurred prior to confirmation of 

the index case. Two horses from this group had a trace amount of EHV-1 DNA detected in the nasal 

swab and were removed from the barn and segregated on Saturday. 

To date, 18 horses in index Barn A and 22 horses in Barn B have had one set of negative test (nasal 

swab and/or blood) . The last febrile horse was removed from Barn A and placed in isolation on 

March 10, 2021. There have been no clinical horses in Barn B since the start of the outbreak. Five of 

the nine horses in the isolation barn have tested positive with the last fever reported on Friday 

March 12, 2021. All horses in isolation are being monitored by the attending veterinarian. 

A second round of testing is being planned for the horses in barns A, B and Isolation. The 

management and staff of the premises continue to implement enhanced biosecurity and health 

monitoring protocols including multiple daily temperature recordings. Additionally, these enhanced 

measures have been implemented at other sanctioned training facilities in Kentucky.  

Staff from the Office of the State Veterinarian continue to closely monitor the situation.  

Appropriate biosecurity and other safeguards are fully implemented at Turfway Park. Updates will 

continue to be provided as information is learned. 

  

MARCH 12, 2021 

Results of the PCR testing conducted on samples collected Thursday were reported Thursday 

evening and did identify 5 additional EHV1 positive horses (neuropathogenic strain). Two of the 

horses had been previously moved to the separate isolation barn, and we did relocate the additional 

three positive horses to isolation last night as well. With the 5 additional positive horses, our 

population of potentially exposed horses grew and samples are being collected and submitted from 

each of those 25 horses later this afternoon with results expected to be available over the weekend. 

We appreciate the commitment, effort, and resources Blackwood’s management, horse owners, 

horsemen and attending veterinarians have provided. Biosecurity and health monitoring protocols 

that include temping horses multiple times daily have and will continue to be practiced by horsemen 

at Blackwell. These same procedures and protocols have been adopted and are routinely practiced 



by other training venues as well. State Animal Health Officials and attending veterinary practitioners 

are working together and following-up with testing of any horse suggesting evidence of an infectious 

condition. These combined efforts have helped us identify affected horses, thus better enabling us 

to mitigate further transmission and aide our ability to ensure we have safe and healthy 

environments for our horses and horsemen to continue normal operations within the 

Commonwealth. 

Index Case Update: Following a period of stability, the index case rapidly deteriorated and has been 

euthanized.  

Other Guidance: Clearly, with the multiple ongoing EHV1 events involving multiple breeds, 

disciplines, and venues; Farms accepting new arrivals are to be reminded the IMPORTANCE of 

knowing the environment and status of where the horse arriving their farm originated and 

implementing needed husbandry practices that should include isolation, observation and 

assessment of the horse to insure healthy horses are introduced to your herd.  

While our investigation of the KY event as well as monitoring of disease events in other states 

continues, Kentucky State Veterinarian Dr. Katie Flynn and I will be providing further updates as 

information becomes available.  

  

MARCH 11, 2021 

Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) has been confirmed in a 3yo thoroughbred filly in 

Woodford County, Kentucky. 

The filly reportedly had a fever on Saturday, and was referred to a veterinary hospital in Lexington 

Tuesday evening after becoming unstable and ataxic. 

The Kentucky State Veterinarians Office was alerted of the suspected EHV case on Tuesday night and 

the training facility was placed under restriction pending completion of diagnostic testing. 

PCR Testing conducted at Equine Diagnostic Solutions in Lexington, KY reported the 

neuropathogenic strain of EHV1 was detected from the nasal swab. 



Animal Health Officials have been present at the facility, previously imposed restrictions remain in 

place, and 27 exposed horses had samples (nasal swabs and whole blood) collected earlier today 

and submitted for PCR Testing. 

The horse was reported last night as showing signs of improvement. 

There is no connection to any other EHV1 incidents  

In addition to the affected premises, precautionary measures have been implemented at Turfway 

Park (live race meet) with all horses shipping in to race being required to stable in the receiving barn 

– unless trainer has permanently assigned stalls at Turfway. In addition to adjustment of stabling, 

biosecurity protocols have been elevated. The KY State Veterinarians office has personnel onsite 

examining health documents and coordinating efforts with the Ky Horse Racing Commission’s staff. 

Updates will be provided as information is learned. 
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