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Ryan F. Quarles  
Commissioner 

 

December 13, 2017 

 

By email and regular mail 

 

Hon. Robert W. Patterson 

Acting Administrator 

U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 

8701 Morrissette Drive  

Springfield, Virginia 22152 

 

Dear Mr. Patterson: 

 

 More than a year ago I sent your agency and two others a letter outlining my strong 

objection to certain statements in the Statement of Principles on Industrial Hemp that was released 

on August 12, 2016 by the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Food and Drug Administration 

and the U.S Department of Agriculture.  I am enclosing a copy of my letter, dated September 12, 

2016, for your reference. 

 

 Your agency never responded to my letter.   

 

I was disappointed by your agency’s decision not to accept my invitation to send a 

representative to a national conference, held earlier this year in Louisville, that attracted 

representatives from industrial hemp regulatory agencies in more than 30 states.  The conference 

we hosted in Louisville would have been an excellent opportunity for your agency to explain its 

Statement of Principles, respond to the specific objections I raised in my letter more than a year 

ago, and provide some much-needed clarity about your agency’s position for the benefit of the 

state departments of agriculture that are legally authorized by Congress to conducting industrial 

hemp research pilot programs in 7 U.S.C. § 5940. 

 

To that end, I was dumbfounded when I read a Louisville Courier-Journal article that was 

titled, “Are you breaking the law when you buy hemp products?” and appeared in print on 

December 3, 2017.  In that article appear the following remarks from a DEA spokesman: 

 

“All hemp products that can be consumed are illegal”;  

 

and  

 

“We’re in the middle of an opioid crisis, so our focus isn’t on coming in and seizing 

chocolate hemp . . . . But it's illegal.” 

 

I am enclosing a copy of this news article for your reference. 

 

https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/local/2017/11/30/hemp-oil-cbd-legal-marijuana/850261001/
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 Your agency spokesman’s remarks are just plain wrong.  Surely these remarks cannot 

accurately reflect your agency’s position.  If this is your agency’s position, it stands in direct 

opposition to both the spirit and letter of the law as laid out in 7 U.S.C. 5940. 

 

I emphatically reject the notion that consumable hemp products, such as food components 

and floral extracts used in health and wellness products, are illegal.  Such products are already 

being grown, processed and consumed by Kentuckians every day.  In fact, consumable hemp 

products were legal to buy and use even before the Industrial Hemp Research Pilot Program began 

in 2014. 

 

 I am proud to represent the Kentucky farmers and processors who have made our 

Commonwealth an epicenter for hemp in this country.  I remain adamantly opposed to any effort 

by federal agencies to interfere improperly with Kentuckians’ efforts to innovate with this 

promising crop. 

  

I believe that Congress should -- and eventually will -- take action to put hemp on a path 

to widespread commercialization by removing it from the federal Controlled Substances Act list.  

Until then, I will continue to press federal agencies in Washington, D.C. for additional clarity. 

  

To that end, I request a meeting with you during my upcoming visit to Washington, D.C. 

for the winter conference of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture from 

January 29 to 31, 2018. 

 

 Thank you for your attention to this letter.  I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
____________________________________ 

Ryan F. Quarles 

Commissioner 
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