Kentucky Alfalfa Conference
Alfalfa and Alfalfa/Grass Contest

About The Annual Kentucky Alfalfa Conference:

Each year The University of Kentucky, Cooperative Extension Service and the Kentucky Forage and Grassland Council compose the Annual Kentucky Alfalfa Conference which addresses problems and potentials of alfalfa.  

The Annual Kentucky Alfalfa Conference is certainly encouraged with the interest in and opportunities for alfalfa in Kentucky. Dr. Lacefield, Program Chairman, states we are optimistic that we will observe expansion in acres, yield, and markets. The information presented and the discussions of the day will be of value to each of you in your alfalfa program.

Each year the Conference invites guest speakers from a variety of locations and expertise   to discuss current issues.  Programs are diverse and relate to Current Issues; Problems; or How To topics. For current information about the Annual Kentucky Alfalfa Conference go to: www.uky.edu/Ag/Forages.  Vendors will be on hand to discuss their products and there is also a silent auction to help with expenses for the Alfalfa Conference.  

The Annual Kentucky Alfalfa Conference Awards Program is funded annually from revenues generated each year from the Silent Auction during the Annual Conference.  The Awards consists of: The Best Alfalfa and the Best Alfalfa/Grass Monthly Award, The Warren Thompson Industry Award, The Charlie Schnitzler Producer Award, and The Garry D. Lacefield Public Service Award.

The Kentucky Department of Agriculture tests the two classes of hay for the Forage Contest: 

(1) The Best Alfalfa Monthly Award 
(2) The Best Alfalfa/Grass Monthly Award
All Awards are calculated by adding the Relative Feed Value (RFV) and Crude Protein (CP) Percentages with the Highest Combined Total being the winner.  There is also an award for “The Champion Alfalfa Hay” being the best for the year. 
“Requirements & Criteria”

1. Alfalfa and Alfalfa/Grass samples must be Kentucky grown and tested for the producer that grew the hay.

2. Alfalfa and Alfalfa/Grass samples are automatically entered into the contest.

3. A KDA employee must pull the sample(s) of hay to be eligible for the contest.

4. Alfalfa and Alfalfa/Grass samples do not have to be “For Sale” to be eligible for the contest.

5. Contest runs April through October.
6. The entry date is considered The Harvest/Cutting Date.

7. No additional charge; entry is included with paid sample.

8. Award recipients will receive complimentary registration, be recognized, and receive a certificate during the Kentucky Alfalfa Conference.

