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Length Online of Orientation

ÅThis online orientation is incorporated into 
the online application portal.

ÅIt takes the place of an in-person training 
required by the paper applicants. 

ÅIt will take at least an hour to complete.

ÅYou may stop before completion and restart 
at a later time where you left off



KDA Industrial Hemp Program Staff

Edmond Thompson

Andrew Glass

Doris Hamilton

Shelby Benton

Kim Sullivan

Melissa Bourne



Overview

ÅProgram Overview & Legal Updates

ÅCrop Production

ÅBackground Checks

ÅGrowing Locations

ÅSourcing Planting Materials

ÅReporting Requirements

ÅSampling and THC Testing

ÅRestrictions on Sale and Transfer



Information Overload

ÅThere is A LOT of information in this orientation.

ÅYou can find all information on our website
ïWeõd rather you ask KDA directly than get a second-

hand answer that may be misguided

ÅYou do NOT have to plant every acre you have 
been approved to plant

ÅYou do NOT have to complete this Application
ïNot completing this application does NOT affect 

future applications



Kentucky Hemp Program Highlights







Kentucky ðLaw

260.858 Purpose of industrial hemp research pilot program -- Lawful and 
unlawful conduct.

(3) It is unlawful for a person who does not hold a license issued by the

department, or who is not an agent of a licensee, to cultivate, handle, process,

or market living industrial hemp plants or viable seeds, leaf materials, or floral

materials derived from industrial hemp. Penalties for persons who cultivate,

handle, process, or market living industrial hemp plants or viable seeds, leaf

materials, or floral materials derived from industrial hemp without a license are

the same as those penalties that are applicable to persons who violate KRS

Chapter 218A, relating to marijuana .

(4) Nothing in this chapter authorizes any person to violate any federal or 

state law or regulation.



Federal Law

Definition of Hemp in 2018 Farm Bill

òThe term ôhempõ means the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of 
that plant, including the seeds thereof and all derivatives, 
extracts, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and salts of 
isomers, whether growing or not, with a delta -9 
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 0.3 percent 
on a dry weight basis.ó

(Note: Federal law requires that all state plans have a testing 
protocol to measure delta -9 THC post-decarboxylation ðThatõs 
total THC .)



USDA Interim Final Rule 

released Oct. 31, 2019

ÅInterim Final Rule takes effect immediately 

ÅIt must be updated into a Final Rule within 2 
years

ÅRequires minimal changes for Kentucky

ÅWill likely require updates to sampling and 
testing in Kentucky for 2021

ÅKentucky will continue to operate under a 
pilot program for one final year in 2020



ÅRemoval of stem and seeds from compliance sample

ÅòMeasurement of Uncertaintyó will be less than our 
0.099% variance

ÅRetested sample may be confined to the original 
sample

Å

ÅTHC >0.5% = òNegligent Violationó, 3 in 5 years = 
license suspension

Main Changes Expected from 
USDA Interim Final Rule in 2021

All of these changes will make compliance more 

difficult, so genetic selection is even MORE important.



December 20, 2018: The FDA Speaks Up



Stay Tuned, we still await FDA guidance. . . 



Hemp Licensing Program

Å Processor/Handler License

ï NO Live Plants

ï Process Harvested Crop into 
Products

ï Extraction of CBD

ï Possess, Handle, Store, Market 

ï Brokers, Labs, Seed Cleaners

ï Dry, Chop, Grind other 
personõs harvest

ï Handle other personõs harvest

Å Grower License

ï Live Plants

ï Grow in Fields

ï Grow in Greenhouses

ï Produce Transplants

ï Store your hemp

ï Dry, Chop, Grind (your own 
hemp)

ï Market your own Crop



Questions

ÅDoes Federal Law require testing for 
Total THC?
ïYes or No 

ÅDoes a Hemp Grower License enable 
you to extract CBD from hemp material?

ïYes or No



Electronic Communications
Å Email and Text messaging -

Primary Method of 
Communication

Å The online system will send you 
emails and direct you to log in to 
your account to address the issue

Å Hemp Staff will not send you 
something unless it applies and 
is important for your project. 

Å IF WE SEND IT, READ IT!

Make sure to add the following 
emails to your òsafeó list, as you will 
be receiving emails from all of these 
individuals, and we donõt want you to 
miss any important communications 
from KDA:

Å Doris.Hamilton@ky.gov

Å MelissaK.Bourne@ky.gov

Å Kim.Sullivan@ky.gov

Å Edmond.Thompson@ky.gov

Å Andrew.Glass@ky.gov

Å Shelby.Benton@ky.gov

Å hemp@ky.gov

mailto:Doris.Hamilton@ky.gov
mailto:MelissaK.Bourne@ky.gov
mailto:Kim.Sullivan@ky.gov
mailto:Edmond.Thompson@ky.gov
mailto:Andrew.Glass@ky.gov
mailto:Shelby.Benton@ky.gov
mailto:hemp@ky.gov


Electronic Communications
Å Use the messaging system in the hemp portal as the primary 

mode of communication.  This is the fastest way to get a response.

Å Email general questions to hemp@ky.gov

Å Provide your name and the name of the license holder in all 
communications.  

Å Please donõt send separate emails or voicemails to multiple staff 
members and duplicate the work.  Cc to others is perfectly okay.

mailto:hemp@ky.gov


Seed and Transplant Providers List

ÅKDA maintains a public list of Growers who 
offer seeds and transplants for sale

ÅVoluntary Listing

ÅDesigned to help with marketing efforts

ÅPosted on our website on the Overview 
program page

ÅIf youõd like to be included, email us the 
specific information to hemp@ky.gov (use the 
format found in the existing list)

mailto:hemp@ky.gov


Seed and Transplant Providers
ÅThis is not a new rule, but has been historically 

overlooked by the hemp industry ðtake note!

ÅAny person engaging in the distribution of 
hemp seeds shall adhere to the applicable 
Kentucky seed laws (KRS 250.010 to KRS 250.990) 
and administrative regulation (12 KAR 1:116 to 
175).  Go to the UK Division of Regulatory 
Services seed program website for more details :  
http://www.rs.uky.edu/regulatory/seed /

http://www.rs.uky.edu/regulatory/seed/


Seed and Transplant Providers

ÅThis is not a new rule, but has been historically 
overlooked by the hemp industry ðtake note !

ÅAny person who intends to move transplants or 
other living plants to a location outside Kentucky 
must obtain a Class A Nursery License from the 
Kentucky Office of the State Entomologist.  See 
their website for details :  
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/NurseryInspection /

http://www.uky.edu/Ag/NurseryInspection/


Processor List

ÅKDA maintains a public list of Processors 

available on our website

ÅVoluntary Listing

ÅDesigned to help with marketing efforts.

ÅAll lists are found on the Overview page of 

the website at www.kyagr.com/hemp

http://www.kyagr.com/hemp


Notes for Growers RE Processors

Å KDA will not buy your hemp!

Å KDA does not mandate that you use a particular 
processor

Å You should have a contracted buyer BEFORE 
planting
ïRead your contracts carefully.

Å You can work with more than one processor.

Å KDA does not limit which or how many 
processors you work with, but you MUST only 
sell to  licensed processors.



A Note About Organic Hemp
Å òOrganicó is strictly regulated by the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Å You cannot market your hemp as òorganicó 
unless you have been Certified Organic . 

Å Organic hemp products must be grown by a 
certified organic farm AND processed by a certified 
organic processor.

Å KDA is a certifying agent.

Å Certification can sometimes be a multi -year process.

Å If you are interested in growing organic hemp, and 
have not yet been certified, please email KDAõs 
Organic Program Staff at organic@ky.gov . 

mailto:organic@ky.gov


Questions

Å What is the best way to reach the KDA hemp program staff?

ï By Phone

ï By letter

ï By email to hemp@ky.gov

Å Are the following lists of  hemp license holders found on the KDA 

website:  Processors and Handlers, Seed and Transplant 

Providers, and Names of License Holders by county.

ï Yes or No 

mailto:hemp@ky.gov


Crop Production


